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PROGRAM OF EVENTS 


MIDDLETOWN DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATION 


SUNDAY, JUNE 9 
MORNING 
AFTERNOON 


EVENING 


MONDAY, JUNE 10 


EVENING 
TUESDAY, JUNE 11 


EVENING 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12 


AFTERNOON 


THURSDAY, JUNE 13 


AFTERNOON 
EVENING 


FRIDAY, JUNE 14 


MORNING 
AFTERNOON 
EVENING 


SATURDAY, JUNE 15 


AFTERNOON 
EVENING 


JUNE 9-15, 1963 


Services in the City’s Churches Honoring Middletown’s Religious Heritage. 


Sports and Recreational Program combined with Sports Car Gymkhana at Orange 
County Fair Grounds. 


Empire State Railway Museum Steam-Powered Excursions to Slate Hill and Return. 
Trips at 1:00 P.M., 3:00 P.M. and 5:00 P.M. 


Diamond Jubilee Inaugural Ceremonies at Orange County Fair Grounds. Welcom- 
ing Address, Coronation of the Jubilee Queen, Middletown Concert Band and Choral 
Selections, Giant Outdoor Pageant, Fireworks. 


Registration and welcoming of visitors and former residents will be held throughout 
the week at the Diamond Jubilee Headquarters and City Hall from 10 A.M. to 4 P.M. 


Salute to the Servants of Youth Dinner at Elks Club. 


“Art in the Park’’ Art Exhibit in Thrall Park from 10 A.M. to 5 P.M. 
Open House at Middletown State Hospital. 
Band Concert in honor of Middletown’s Senior Citizens. Thrall Park 8 P.M. 


Open House at all Municipal Buildings and other places of public interest. 


Home of the Historical Society of Middletown and the Wallkill Precinct, open to 
visitors from 2 to 5 P.M. 


Displays of Middletown memorabilia and other antiques at Masonic Temple during 
afternoon and evening. 


Diamond Jubilee Belles Day, 
Historical Society Home open to visitors from 2 to 5 P.M. 
Diamond Jubilee Banquet, Elks Club. 


Merchants Old Time Sales Day, 

Open House at Middletown State Hospital. 

Baby Parade. 

Historical Society Home open to visitors from 2 to 5 P.M. 
Diamond Jubilee Youth Ball, State Armory, 


Chicken Barbeque. James Street Parking Lot. 
Diamond Jubilee Parade, 
Diamond Jubilee Costume Ball, State Armory. 
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Joun N. Botens, Mayor 


WHEREAS; 


WHEREAS: 


WHEREAS: 


OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
CITY OF MIDDLETOWN 


MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 


P°BL On CaoLoAl MvAp liwle Omn 


DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATION 


The week of June 9 - 15, 1963, marks the 
75th Anniversary of the Incorporation of 
the City of Middletown; and 


This period has been accompanied by great 
progress on all municipal fronts; and 


This historic event shall be commemorated 
by suitable activities and celebrations 
throughout the week; 


NOW THEREFORE , 


I, John N. Botens, Mayor of the City of 
Middletown, New York, do hereby proclaim 

the week of June 9 - 15, 1963, as "Diamond 
Jubilee Celebration Week" in Middletown 

in the hope that all citizens of the Middle- 
town area will participate in the Jubilee 
celebrations and activities, which marks 
this memorable occasion. 


In witness whereof, I 
have hereto set my hand 
and caused the seal of 
the City of Middletown, 
New York to be affixed 
this 2nd of May, nineteen 
hundred and sixty-three. 


iy 13>, 


MAYOR, CITY OF MIDDLETOWN 


TELEPHONE 
DIamonp 3-4189 


MIDDLETOWN CITY OFFICIALS, I. to r. (rear) Common Council Pres. Roy I. Hutch- 
ings, Mayor John N. Botens. (Front) Alderman Lawrence Testa, Corporation Coun- 
sel Harold Abramson, Alderman Robert N. Duffus, Jr., Alderman Ralph C. Perna, 
Alderman Lewis Guattery, Alderman Myron R. Perry, Alderman Douglas Eaton, 
Alderman Warren H. Kerrigan (Absent from Photo, Alderman Edward B. Thayer) 
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MIDDLETOWN CITY OFFICIALS: |. to r. Chief of Police Russell V. Adgate, Commis- 
sioner of Assessment and Taxation Arthur E. Calhoun, Fire Chief John F. Walker, 
Commissioner of Public Works Kenneth B. Abt, Commissioner of Public Welfare 
Walter D. Lukens, Urban Renewal 


Director Stanley H. Southwell, Clerk of the Com- 
mon Council Carl C. Werner. 4 
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VILLAGE PRESIDENTS 


Stacy Beakes 1848 
John Bailey 1849 
William Hoyt 1850 
Israel O. Beattie 1851 - 1852 
John Bailey 1853 
Richard VanHorn 1854 
John Bailey 1855 
H. R. Wilcox 1856 - 1858 
James N. Pronk 1859 - 1864 
J. B. Hulse 1865 - 1867 
Stephen Sweet 1868 
Daniel H. Bailey 1869 - 1870 
M. H. VanKeuren 1871 
Halstead Sweet 1872 - 1875 
James N. Pronk 1876 - 1877 
Halstead Sweet 1878 - 1879 
Daniel H. Bailey 1880 - 1881 
John A. Wallace 1882 - 1883 
James N. Pronk 1884 - 1885 
William H. Hallock 1886 - 1887 
John E. Iseman 1888 
MAYORS 
John E. Ilseman 1888 - 1890 
Samuel M. Boyd 1890 - 1892 
Daniel H. Bailey 1892 - 1894 
William H. Stansbury 1894 - 1897 
Dwight W. Berry 1897 - 
Charles E. Mance 1897 - 1899 
Charles L. Elwood 1899 - 1901 
Charles E. Mance 1901 - 1902 
George W. O'Neal 1903 - 
Kester W. Staib 1903 
Aaron J. Hornbeck 1904 - 1906 
Robert Lawrence 1907 - 1910 
Rosslyn M. Cox 1911-1915 
Archibald C. N. Thompson 1916-1917 
Rosslyn M. Cox 1918 - 1921 
Robert Lawrence 1922 - 1923 
Abram B. Macardell 1924 - 1929 
Clarence C. VanFleet 1930 - 1933 
Edwin C. Valkenburgh 1933 
Harry Terhune 1934 - 1935 
Joseph D. Mellis NOOBS 
Charles C. Chappell 1936 - 1937 
Robert P. Anderson 1938 - 1941 
Harold H. Smith 1942 - 1943 
T. Edward Brochu 1944 - 1945 
Samuel Mitchell 1946 - 1951 
Louis V. Mills 195201955 
Raymond E. Swalm 1956 - 1961 
John N. Botens 1962 - 


Died in Office 


Resigned 


Died in Office 


Died in Office 
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MIDDLETOWN, A PROLOGUE 


The place we now call Middletown was, of course, 
a wilderness from time immemorial, thickly forested, 
visited only by the several Indian tribes which inhabited 
the area. 


As the white man began to advance his civilization, 
many men, perhaps with a vision of the future, more 
likely just seeing a bargain in the offing, purchased vast 
tracts of land from the Indians. These purchases were 
known as ‘‘Patents’’ and in the so-called ‘‘Minisink Pat 
ent’ granted by the Indians in 1704, lay the present 
City of Middletown. It was, at that time in the County 
of Ulster. 

In 1756, two men, Samuel Wickham and David 
Moore purchased land amounting to about half of our 
present city. Moore attempted a settlement on his land, 
but harassed by the Indians and fearful of the safety of 
his family, he left and moved to Goshen. 


After the close of the French and Indian War the 
children of the Moore family and the Wickham family 
came to occupy the lands of their fathers. Among these 
pioneers were David Moore, Jr. who settled on what is 
now East Main Street Extension, Samuel Wickham, Jr. 
who built a cabin at the present corner of East Main 
Street and Academy Avenue, and Israel Wickham who 
began to farm the lands on East Main Street now occu- 
pied by the Acme Market. 


After the successful conclusion of the Revolutionary 
War, a conflict which ranged at times within 20 miles of 
Middletown, but did not directly involve the settlement 
as such, many hamlets began to spring up in the area. 
Such present day names as Phillipsburgh, Mechanicstown, 
VanBurenville, and Dolsontown were the equal if not 
larger than Middletown’s settlement at the time. Indeed, 
the citizens of these places had high hopes for their 
localities, and in those days, who was to gainsay them? 


The principal artery of transportation at the time 
was the Hudson River. Crude roads radiated out into 
the hinterlands, some little more than trails. The main 
route over which passed the commerce of our area was 
called the Minisink Road. This road left Newburgh on 
the Hudson, made its way to Goshen, then followed a 
course through Phillipsburgh, Dolsontown, Middletown, 
Mount Hope and so to Minisink (Port Jervis) on the Dela- 
ware. It will be seen that this route, connecting two 
rivers, was an important one for the time. 

Middletown’s growth came slowly, following the 
close of the Revolution. In 1785 the First Congrega- 
tional Church was founded, on the same site it now oc- 
cupies on East Main Street. It was at this time that the 
pioneer settlers, seeking a suitable name for the settle- 
ment, decided on the not uncommon name our city 
bears. History records the event thusly: ‘‘What to call 
the settlement? What shall it be? There is Dolsontown 
on the south, Goshen on the east, Scotchtown on the 
north and a place not defined on the west called Sha- 
wangunk. We will call it MIDDLETOWN, it being in the 
center.” 

In 1798 the Legislature revised the boundaries 
of several counties and Middletown was transferred from 
Ulster County to Orange County. 

The early years of the 19th century saw but a hand- 
ful of people living in Middletown yet the settlement al- 
ready boasted a church and the first stores were being 
opened at what is now Franklin Square. On July 4, 
1808 the first official celebration of Independence Day 


took place in Middletown. In 1816 the Post Office 
was established with Mr. Stacy Beakes named Post- 
master. Mr. Beakes was the operator of a general store 
at the Square. In the year 1828 there were five stores 
and some twenty-five houses in Middletown. 

The growth of the place called Middletown may 
have been slow but it was not stagnant. With the pass- 
ing of the years more and more people began to settle 
here, yet the people remained isolated from the sur- 
rounding area for want of efficient transportation. 

Small wonder it was that the coming of the Iron 
Horse presaged new and exciting times. Farmers who 
had been raising small crops for their own consumption 
and for barter at the general stores, trading milk, but- 
ter and eggs for manufactured necessities, trading fruits 
and vegetables for cloth and shoes, eking a bare living 
out of the land, may have forseen that the coming of the 
railroad was their key to prosperity. In any case, the 
railroad was on its way, and the community located 
along its tracks would prosper and the community by- 
passed would falter. 

The New York and Erie Rail Road built its broad- 
gauge line from Piermont on the Hudson to Goshen. At 
Goshen it paused, starved for the almost unlimited funds 
required to construct such an enormous project. A group 
of progressive Middletown citizens, dismayed by the de- 
lay in the construction of the road, formed the Middle- 
town Association and pledged sufficient monies to en- 
able the railroad to build from Goshen to Middletown. 
And so, for a time, Middletown became the western 
terminus of this iron highway, destined to become known 
as the WORK OF THE AGE. 

With the coming of the Erie, the center of inter- 
est in Middletown transferred itself from Franklin Square 
to the North Street crossing of the railroad. The rapid 
growth of Middletown following the advent of the rail- 
way is a matter of record. In 1841 the Wallkill Acad- 
emy was founded and Middletown’s first newspaper, the 
Middletown Courier began weekly publication. 

In 1848 when the population had grown to some 
1360, the little hamlet was incorporated as a village. 
From that time onward, growth was steady. In 1866 
the village fathers acquired Monhagen Lake and began 
to build the water system which, handed down to us 
today, is a priceless asset to the City of Middletown. 

During the 1850's the village saw the establishment 
of industry in Middletown. Among the most notable of 
these were the Matthews and Hunt Carpet Bag factory, 
in the building now occupied by Ayres and Galloway 
Hardware Company, the Monhagen Saw Works, fore- 
runner of Clemson Brothers, and the Wilcox and Draper 
Hat Company's six story factory at Railroad Avenue and 
Grove Street. This plant was later the New York Piano 
Key Company which burned spectacularly in 1911. 

The rapid expansion of the village, a doubling 
and tripling of population, with several new factories, 
dozens of stores, hundreds of homes, and with the 
people, then as now demanding more and more in 
the way of municipal services, the time had come to 
abandon the village form of government, and to petition 
the state for the right for Middletown to take its place 
among the cities of New York State. 

Accordingly, in 1888, the fortieth anniversary of 
Middletown's incorporation as a village, the Legislature 
of the State of New York extended Middletown her 
Charter as a city. 
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THE CITY EXPANDS 


The Village of Middletown officially became a City 
on June 29, 1888, twenty statutory days after Governor 
David B. Hill signed the bill of incorporation. The Board 
of Trustees automatically became the first Common Coun- 
cil and on that day John E. lseman, the Village President, 
became Middletown’s first Mayor. 

The elevation of the former crossroads hamlet to 
the status of a full-fledged city was an event to be prop- 
erly celebrated and it was decided to combine this cele- 
bration with the traditional marking of the nation’s in- 
dependence. Accordingly, a committee was formed, 
subscriptions were raised and a gala day took place, 
on the Fourth of July, seventy-five years ago. 

The city was decorated for the great event, a large 
parade was held in the morning, there were speeches 
at the Academy Avenue Park and of course, there were 
fireworks galore that evening. When finally the celebra- 
tion ended, the crowds who had thronged the city made 
their way homeward by every means, from special ex- 
cursion trains to wagons, by carriage and on foot, and 
they were all convinced that they had been part of a 
great and glorious day. 

One of the speakers at the celebration of July 4, 
1888, Mr. William Van Amee, made this cogent remark: 

‘Our greatness has been thrust upon us before 
we are quite ready for it. We have become a city 
before we ever had a village hall."’ 


There could be no question but that the new city 
badly needed a municipal building. Middletown's offi- 
cial headquarters were housed on the second floor of 
the Times-Press Building at the corner of King and Cen- 
ter Streets. Here was the police station, the courtroom, 
the meeting rooms of the Common Council. Across the 
street, in the rear of the old King Street Fire House, was 
the lock-up, as it was then called. 

When Mayor Robert Lawrence officially broke 
ground for the new City Hall on May 9, 1910, he might 
have done so with a justifiable feeling of pride. The 
building that was then erected still serves the needs of a 
vastly expanded city government, although no major 
structural changes have ever been made to it. 

The City Hall today houses virtually every municipal 
department with the exception of the Board of Educa- 
tion, which sought new quarters in 1947, and the Fire 
Department. 

One of the first problems confronting the first Com- 
mon Council was the matter of adequate drinking water. 
Monhagen Reservoir was becoming inadequate and there 
had been some severe water shortages. Between 1890 
and 1901 two more reservoirs, Highland Lake and Sha- 
wangunk Lake were constructed and the city’s modern 
filter plant was built. 

In 1928 and 1929 the city’s sewage disposal and 
incinerator plants were completed and placed in opera- 


West Main St. corner of James St. in 1893. Notice the house located where the Post 
Office stands today. 


THE CITY EXPANDS 


- North St. showing Alhambra Theater and Masonic Temple. Alhambra later was known 
as the Show Shop. 


tion. These plants have been maintained and kept up 
in excellent condition through the years. Middletown’s 
garbage collection, for many years contracted for by 
private concerns, is now operated by the Department of 
Public Works. 

Middletown’s growth from 1807 to the present 
time can easily be seen by reference to its population 


figures: 
1807 — 45 1888 — 11977 
1838 — 433 1915 — 18000 
1848 — 1360 1925 — 20412 
1857 — 2190 1940 — 21908 
1868 — 5643 1950 — 22565 
1880 — 8494 1960,— 23475 


The perfect octagon shape which early outlined the 
village of Middletown can be seen but faintly today as 
one looks at a current city map. The city has pushed 
back its boundaries in recent years to accommodate the 
influx of new home building which so characterized the 
post-war period and still continues today. 

A considerable number of new city streets became 
necessary while other older streets were extended and 
developed. Among the areas and streets which are rel- 
atively new can be mentioned such examples as: Rob- 
ertson Drive: and Overhill Road; Presidential Heights 
which gives us Eisenhower Drive, Thomas Jefferson Place 
and Coolidge Court; Randall Heights which not so long 
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ago was Clemson's Starhaven Airport; the perfect circle 
of Madelaine Terrace; Pilgrim Estates off Route 211 at 
the western end of the city. The area lying between 
the crest that is Jackson Avenue and the city line was 
developed by Robert H. Baker and is known as Far Hills; 
Sproat Street has been extended and now leads one 
to Vincent Drive and the homes of Meadowfield. Pio- 
neer auto man Sam Randall was responsible for such 
new streets in the South End as Heidt Avenue, Euclid 
Avenue and Randall Terrace, while other new streets 
were cut through the Mountain Avenue area, among them 
Woodland and Manhattan Avenues. The list is not com- 
prehensive, nor is it meant to be, but provides an ex- 
ample of why even the best versed Middletowner is 
sometimes hard pressed to offer directions to some of 
these new streets, new areas and new developments. 
What better proof could there be of the growth of a city? 

‘Never in Middletown’s history have so many impor- 
tant, lasting projects been begun than in the past ten 
years. The face of the city has been literally, dramati- 
cally altered. In 1957 the Middletown Housing Author- 
ity completed its first low-income housing project on 
Genung Street. Named as the result of a contest, it hon- 
ors Middletown's first settler. David Moore Heights 
opened October 22, 1957 and its subsequent success 
led to the building of a second 100 unit project at the 
West End of the city. The Housing Authority opened 
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THE CITY EXPANDS 


Summitfield on April 20, 1963 although at this writing 
it is not yet ready for full occupancy. 

Also in 1957 the Industrial Expansion Corporation 
was formed to help secure industry for the Middletown 
area. A public drive to raise funds through the sale of 
stock resulted in the construction of a new factory build- 
ing now occupied by the Electra Manufacturing Com- 
pany. 

The downtown business area was also in need of at- 
tention as the outlying shopping centers wooed the mo- 
bile population with their acres of parking areas. Clear- 
ly, adequate parking lots were a necessity. The first 
of these to be provided by the city was the Erie Parking 
Lot, built on space long occupied by the Erie’s yards. 
With the construction of this lot the James Street crossing 
of the railroad was closed forever. 

The old Stratton Theater was next to go, its loca- 
tion now the James Street Parking Lot and speaking of 
theaters, in 1959 the State Theater was demolished, 


making way for yet another lot, this time a privately 
owned one. 

Other new parking lots, both metered lots, ‘Park 
and Shop” lots and private lots, as well as the elimina- 
between Depot and 


tion of parking on North Street 


Franklin Square have made the downtown business area 
more desirable and accessible than it ever has been. 


With all the demolition which took place, one build- 
ing was torn down for esthetic reasons. This was the 
former L. R. Wallace Building which long occupied the 
site on North Sreet between Depot Street and the Erie 
tracks. Today an attractive little park graces this loca- 
tion. 

The Urban Renewal project, familiar to us all today, 
had its beginnings in 1956 when the initial application 
was filed with the Federal Government. Part of a vast 
program to rehabilitate the nation’s cities, the United 
States pays 2/3rds of the cost of such projects. Urban 
Renewal is a stupendous task by its very nature. It is 
slow, expensive and complex because it deals with the 
progressive deterioration of many decades. The most 
casual visitor to Middletown today can hardly help no- 
ticing the effects of Urban Renewal. Vast areas of the 
city are laid bare, construction and demolition are tak- 
ing place simultaneously and streets are temporarily 
blocked-off or dead-ended. More buildings remain to 
be razed, more streets widened, much work remains to 
be done. The end result cannot help but vastly improve 
the economy of a growing Middletown. 


James Street looking toward Erie Station. The building at the left is the Stratton 
Theater, formerly the Casino. 
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Middletown Police Department, 1915. Shown with their helmets and old style uni- 
forms are: John Gier, Fred B. Wood, John J. Greeves, Frank H. Dayton, R. W. Wilson, 
C. Green, Bruce McCoach, Louis Roth, Sgt. J. Vail, Capt. John D. McCoach, John B. 
Herbert, William H. Faulkner, Frank Benton. 


Zl 


ope ae 


Rance mae 


MIDDLETOWN POLICE DEPARTMENT 


Middletown’s Police Department, modern, up to 
date, operating a small fleet of radio equipped cars and 
motorcycles, seems a far cry from the helmeted mus- 
tachioed cops who served the city in earlier days. 


In 1872, for instance, there were but two consta- 
bles, C. W. Hill and Cooper DeGraw. By 1906 the 
force had grown to a Chief, a Sergeant and eight Pa- 
trolmen. That year, under Chief John D. McCoach, the 
small force made 343 arrests. In those days, in the in- 
fancy of the automobile, the potice were kept busy with 
a rash of problems which have all but vanished from the 
scene. There were, to be sure, thefts, mischief, bad 
men and bad women, but the major problem seems to 
have been of an equine nature. Lost horses and found 
horses, run-away horses and accidents to horses, bug- 
gies, wagons and carriages, dominated the reports of 
the period. One example, given verbatim from the 
Police Blotter of November 30, 1907 follows: 


“Officer Bruce McCoach reports that a horse 
driven by Mrs. Reed of Howells, N. Y. was frightened 
by a trolley car on Franklin Square this P.M. and ran 
away. Threw Mrs. Reed out and drug her along for 
some distance. Ran as far as the North St. Rail Road 
crossing where the officer caught the horse. Broke 
one whiffle and one shaft of the wagon. The horse 
was not injured at all,” 
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No mention is made of any injuries to the unfor- 
tunate woman driver, Mrs. Reed of Howells. 

By the year 1934 the force had grown both in size 
and in work load. That year 929 arrests were made, a 
record number for the time. The next year, 1935, saw 
the Department increased to 22 men and in 1936 aug- 
mented by another 6 Patrolmen. 

The Middletown Police Department today is under 
the leadership of Chief Russell V. Adgate whose respon- 
sibilities extend far beyond that of the old time police 
officer. Chief Adgate’s uniformed men may be found 
in both marked and unmarked automobiles, motorcycles, 
and of course, walking the beat in the traditional man- 
ner. One of the most important divisions of any mod- 
ern police force is its Detective Bureau and Middletown’'s 
small but efficient group of plainclothesmen work not 
only within the community, but through the medium of 
the police teletype are able to cooperate with other 
Departments throughout the country. 

During the year 1962 some 2643 complaints came 
to the attention of the Police Department, each of which 
had, necessarily, to be acted upon. In addition to this, 
a variety of other municipal activities come under the 
leadership of the Police Chief. These include the work 
of the Dog Warden, the school crossing guards, parking 
meter maintenance, ‘‘Park and Shop”’ lot attendants and 
other traffic control work within the city. 
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East Main St, looking toward Franklin Square from in front of what is now Morgan’s 
Drug Store. Picture taken about 1907. 
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Sweet's Hotel, later called the Bell House was one of Middletown’s leading hostelries 
in the 19th century. This historic photograph shows Horace Greeley, editor of the 
New York Tribune, standing on the porch with his hand on the post. Greeley was wait- 
ing to take a stagecoach to Monticello in the year 1858. Sweet’s Hotel, conducted for 
many years by Halstead Sweet was at the present day location of Green’s Dept. Store. 


TRANSPORTATION 


The story of Middletown is inextricably linked with 
the story of transportation. While the same might well 
be said of many communities, large and small, it seems 
particularly appropriate in Middletown, which has re- 
flected the ebbs and flows of so many forms of transport. 

Middletown’s location on the Minisink Road was 
responsible for a large part of its very early growth. In 
1809 one of the then burgeoning turnpikes passed 
through Middletown on its way to the Hudson River. This 
was the Minisink and Montgomery Turnpike which con- 
nected the New Jersey border area with the Newburgh- 
Cochecton Turnpike at Montgomery. This route is per- 
petuated today by Wickham Avenue and Route 84. 

However, Middletown’s first real impetus came as 
a direct result of its location on the New York and Erie 
Rail Road. This pioneer line, with little in the way of 
precedent to guide it, was building a broad gauge route 
from Piermont, N. Y. on the Hudson, to Dunkirk, N. Y. 
on Lake Erie. In August of the year 1838 contracts were 
let for ‘‘one mile of grade extending east from the vil- 
lage of South Middletown.” 

The railroad was on the way and Middletown was 
preparing itself for the certain influx of business and 
commerce which would inevitably come its way. 

On September 23, 1841 traffic on the New York 
and Erie was formally opened to Goshen and rough 
grading had been completed as far as Middletown when 


the blow fell. Erie’s uncertain treasury was empty and 
all construction was to cease forthwith. The company 
had not the money to buy rails and ties or the money 
to hire them laid. 

It was at this point that Middletowners conceived 
the notion of building the required seven miles of track- 
age themselves, if the Erie could not. And so, not con- 
tent to wait until the tangled financial affairs of the Erie 
could be straightened out, a group of progressive Mid- 
dletown businessmen, led by Mr. Stacy Beakes, formed 
the Middletown Association, subscribed the necessary 
funds and built the railroad from Goshen to Middletown. 

In this highly unusual manner, Goshen was dis- 
placed as western terminus for the New York and Erie. 
The railroad was officially opened to Middletown on 
June 7, 1843 and remained the ‘‘end o’ track’’ for the 
next three and one half years. 

During the time that Middletown was at the western 
end of the Erie, several lines of stagecoaches met all 
trains. These little known lines included: 

THE PEOPLE'S LINE for Owego, via Port Jervis, Mil- 
ford, Honesdale, Carbondale; leaves Middletown imme- 
diately upon the arrival of the evening train from New 
York. = 

MIDDLETOWN AND OWEGO LINE via Blooming- 
burgh, Wurtsboro’, Monticello, White Lake, Bethel, 
Binghamton; leaves Middletown at 5 A.M. 


N.Y.0.&W. Locomotive No. 351. 


This engine, a 2-10-2 type, was one of the 
“Bull Moose” engines used in heavy freight service. 


famous 
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New York, Ontario and Western yards showing Motive Power Dept. Storehouse and 
the Erecting Shops. 


EAGLE LINE for Carbondale, via Mount Hope, Otis- 
ville, Cuddebackville, Forestburgh, Narrowsburgh and 
Honesdale; leaves Middletown on Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Saturdays at 4 A.M. 

MIDDLETOWN AND MILFORD LINE via Mount Hope, 
Finchville and Port Jervis. Leaves Middletown on Mon- 
days, Wednesdays and Fridays, upon the arrival of the 
morning train from New York. 

By 1851 it was apparent that considerable traffic 
from Sullivan County was flowing down to Middletown 
to take advantage of the railroad. In that year the 
Middletown and Bloomingburgh Plank Road Company 
was organized, completed the following year and later 
extended to Wurtsboro where it connected with a simi- 
lar road to Monticello. Now in earnest did the heavily 
laden freighters, the farmers’ wagons and the stages 
daily transport the produce and people of Sullivan Coun- 
ty to the railhead, returning with clothes and manufac- 
tured goods. 

(Ironically, the passage of one hundred years has 
turned the wheel full circle. Today the people of Sulli- 
van County, deprived of their rail service, are forced 
once again to journey to the railhead. Daily can be 
seen in Middletown the trucks from Monticello and Lib- 
erty, picking up cargoes from all over the nation, shipped 
by rail to Middletown.) 

In 1853 another plank road was conceived and 
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partially built, to connect Middletown with Sussex, New 
Jersey. This was the Middletown and Unionville Plank 
Road, perpetuated today by the route of the Middle- 
town and New Jersey Railway and by the still extant 
designation — ‘‘South Plank Road.” 

In the fever of railroad building which followed the 
success of the Erie, a rail route was planned to provide 
a direct connection of the Lake Ontario port of Oswego 
with New York City. The line was called the New York 
and Oswego Midland and construction from Middletown 
began in September 1868. Much was expected of this 
road but before many of its plans could become actu- 
alities, it became hopelessly bankrupt. 

The reorganization of the Oswego Midland resulted 
in the formation of the New York, Ontario and Western 
Railway. This line took over the route of the Midland 
from Oswego to Middletown, then built east to Cornwall 
on. the Hudson and on to Weehawken, N. J. over leased 
rails. 

The operating headquarters of this road were estab- 
lished at Middletown and the principal shops and yards 
were built here. The O.&W. was, of course, a powerful 
factor in the economy and the life of the community. 
With its huge annual payroll, its hundreds of local em- 
ployees and officials, its jam packed summer passenger 
trains stopping at Seeholzer's famed station restaurant, 
it seemed as though the Old & Weary would last forever. 
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Middletowners planned yet another railroad and 
saw it to completion. This was the Middletown, Union- 
ville and Water Gap which opened for business May 4, 
1868. This line was later reorganized as the Middle- 
town and Unionville and operates today under the name 
of the Middletown and New Jersey Railway. 

Trolley fever was next to hit Middletown and after 
a few false starts, the Middletown and Goshen Traction 
Company received a franchise from the City to operate 
an electric street railway system. The line opened for 
business on May 8, 1894. Most of the early electric 
railways were strictly streetcar lines, but the Middle- 
town and Goshen, as its name plainly stated, was to be 
an interurban line as well. Accordingly, a line beyond 
the city streets was constructed, first to Mechanicstown, 
then to Midway Park and finally to Goshen. 

The following year, 1895, an extension was com- 
pleted to the State Hospital. Local service in Middle- 
town radiated from Franklin Square and encompassed 
four routes. These included a line out Academy Avenue 
to the corner of Genung Street, a line to the North Street 
City Line, a route to the State Hospital and of course, the 
line out East Main Street which terminated at Goshen. 

In 1905 a reorganization took place out of which 
emerged the Wallkill Transit Company. This firm erected 
substantial new car barns and a power station at Me- 
chanicstown and greatly improved the physical condi- 
tion of the line. New and heavier interurban cars were 
provided for the run to Goshen while lighter local cars 


were used in the City. Open and convertible cars were 
often used on trips to popular Midway Park. However, 
in company with so many of its contemporaries both 
larger and smaller, Wallkill Transit could not withstand 
for long the era of the automobile and in 1924 its 
service regretfully came to an end. 

In the meantime, Middletown had witnessed the 
dramatic ascendancy of its two major railroads, loved 
them for their effect on the City’s economy, cursed them 
for the endless delays experienced daily at the many 
grade crossings of the two railroads within the city limits. 

Middletown, a witness to its birth, also witnessed 
the death of the New York, Ontario and Western on 
March 29, 1957. On that day, by court order, all op- 
erations were halted and the wheels ceased to turn. In 
vain were the last ditch efforts to save the road, the 
grass roots campaign to raise funds, the appeals from 
the communities along the line. Also in vain were the 
efforts to sell the trackage to another railroad, another 
operator, in whole or piecemeal. The Old and Weary 
was dead. 

By no means have we fold the story of transporta- 
tion in Middletown. We have omitted the automobile 
age, we have failed to mention Wallkill Transit’s pres- 
ent day successor, the Mid-City Transit Corp., we have 
omitted mention of local aviation, Starhaven Airport 
where the homes of Randall Heights now stand, Middle- 
town's highways and its by-pass could have been in- 
cluded, but that story will have to wait for another time. 


N.Y.0.&W. yards showing the extensive coal storage facilities at Middletown as well 
as hundreds of hopper cars used in the road’s once-lucrative coal business. 
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EDUCATION 


In the earliest days of Middletown’'s settlement, 
whether a child attended school or not was a matter to 
be decided between the parent, his conscience and his 
pocketbook. The first Middletown school was a private 
one which stood on South Street near Franklin Square. 
It is thought to have been built about 1790. In 1813 
after the State had created town school districts, Middle- 
town took over the old schoolhouse as its first public 
school. 

In 1818 the district trustees built a new school at 
a cost of $400. This building stood on North Street 
between present Grace Church and the corner of Depot 
Street. Twenty-six years later, in 1844, in the midst 
of a rather heated controversy over the building of a 
newer building, the school at 70 North Street burned to 
the ground. 

Faced with the need for immediate action, the 
trustees built a new school that same year on the site of 
Thrall Library while holding classes in a rented room 
during the construction period. 

Wallkill Academy, forerunner of Middletown High 
School, was completed in October 1842, Rev. Phineas 
Robinson the first principal. It was originally a private 
school charging tuition. On April 19, 1867 the 
State enacted free school legislation and the first Mid- 
dletown Board of Education was formed at that time. 
One of the first actions taken by the new Board was 


to acquire the Wallkill Academy through the purchase of 
an outstanding mortgage. 

When the original Board of Education took office, 
Middletown’'s school system consisted of one building on 
Orchard Street with some overflow students meeting in 
rented rooms on North Street. The purchase of Wall- 
kill Academy was the first stép taken toward progress 
followed shortly by the construction of the ward type 
schools we know today. 

The Village voters, faced with problems quite simi- 
lar 1o those of modern times, appropriated $4500 for 
land and $7500 for buildings to modernize and up- 
grade the public school facilities of Middletown. The 
first three schools to be built were the original Liberty 
Street School, the Bennett Hill School and a building at 
the corner of Cottage and School Streets. The School 
Street building was abandoned as a school some years 
later, however it remains in existence today, utilized as 
a warehouse. The old Liberty Street School, also called 
the High Street School, was replaced in 1928 with the 
present building. The Bennett Hill School stood at the 
corner of East Avenue and Genung Street until it was 
demolished in 1945. 

In 1874 the Beattie Hill School was opened, served 
generations of budding citizens and was retired in 1946 
and converted to an apartment building. This school 
was located at 14 Ridge Street. Middletown’'s other four 


The old Cottage St. School at the corner of School St. This is the oldest school build- 
ing still standing in Middletown today. 
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The main building of Ursuline Academy taken in 1952 shortly before the school closed. 
This building was destroyed by fire the same year. Located at the corner of East Main 
St. and Grand Ave. on the site of today’s Acme Market. 


schools of that era are still in use today. Benton Avenue 
School, built in 1882, Linden Avenue School, built in 
1889, Albert Street School, built in 1903 and Mulberry) 
Street School, built in 1905, continue to serve the children 
of the community. 

The old Wallkill Academy building having outlived 
its usefulness, the Board of Education was also faced 
with the problem of constructing a new High School. On 
June 11, 1896 the cornerstone of the Middletown High 
School was laid, an edifice built upon the same historic 
site as the old Wallkill Academy. This building, well re- 
membered by most Middletowners, was torn down in 
1942 following the completion of the present High 
School. The Academy Avenue Elementary School is the 
present occupant of the site. 

Increasing congestion in the schools, as well as an 
ever broadening curriculum dictated additional school 
facilities in the 1920's. Accordingly, Dr. Lydia Sayer 
Hasbrouck’s famous old octagonal house located at 87 
Linden Avenue was demolished and in its place was 
erected a three story Grammar School. Memorial Jun- 
ior High School was completed in 1923 and continues 
in use although its pupils of today are in the elementary 
grades. 

In the late 1930's a large tract of land was 
acquired by the Board of Education on Grand and Wis- 
ner Avenues upon which was erected a spectacularly 


beautiful new Middletown High School. Principal Fred- 
ric P. Singer welcomed the first students into the new 
building in September 1940. Containing a large audi- 
forium and gymnasium, M.H.S. immediately became a 
community center as well as the apex of the Middletown 
school system. 

With Middletown's school age population steadily 
on the increase, and with a constant influx of students 
from the surrounding areas, two new post-war schools 
were planned and constructed. The Truman J. Moon 
Elementary School on Bedford Avenue opened in 1955 
and as this is written is receiving a large addition, while 
the Anthony J. Veraldi Junior High Schoo! was built on 
a large tract of land off Wisner Avenue in 1959. 

Hundreds of Middletowners in all walks of life today 
are alumni, not of Middletown's public schools, but of 
her parochial schools. St. Joseph's Parochial School 
graduated its first class in 1891. The present gray stone 
structure on Cottage Street opened November 26, 1901. 

The teachers at St. Joseph's are nuns of the Ursu- 
line Order, which in itself has contributed to Middle- 
town's history. In the year 1886 the Ursuline Order 
established a convent at the corner of East Main Street 
and Grand Avenue. This convent developed into the 
Ursuline Academy of the Sacred Heart, a boarding school 
for girls, which opened in 1916. As facilities were in- 
creased, the Academy also accepted day students and 


Middletown High School, opened in September 1940 


t 
an 
‘ 


Ant 


i 


’ 
Av | 


a 
ETT 


i) 


tit! 
§ 


i HH 


5 4 
Sg Qesaeng eatery 


a 
iki 


il 


is 
i 


eee 
EE 78: 
ee 


ae 
ee: 
a 
=e 
ek 
a 


i 


i 


i= 
° 
- 
~~ 
°o 
=r 
a2 
2 
> 
2 
wy 
o 
oa 
= 
= 
= 
5 
2 
Vv 
= 
2 
2) 
cj 
< 
£ 
° 
Aa 
‘= 
hes 
° 
= 


20 


a 


Mae fi 
all 
xs 


ie 

» 

wi 
pee 
amy, 


dlls 
a Ba v- 


4% 
| 
: 


peer 


The former Beattie Hill School on Ridge Street as it appears today. 


for a time, even took a limited number of Catholic boys 
of high school age. The last graduating class comprised 
nine girls who were graduated on June 21, 1952, fol- 
lowing which the school closed forever. To bring this 
story to a final conclusion, a spectacular fire destroyed 
the main building of Ursuline Academy in September 
1952, and in 1957 the ground was leveled for the Acme 
Market which now occupies this historic site. 

In 1956 Our Lady of Mount Carmel Elementary 
School was constructed on the South Plank Road to- 
gether with a new convent to house the school’s faculty 
of Carmelite nuns. 


St. Albert’s Junior Seminary, also on the South 
Plank Road, with its beautiful new chapel, its four story 
college building and other impressive buildings and 
grounds was established in Middletown in 1922. It is 
as the name implies, a Junior Seminary at the college 
level for budding priests of the Carmelite Order. 


Higher education in Middletown was non-existant 
until the end of World War Il, when a tremendous im- 
petus was given college level training by the G.I. Bill 
of Rights. In February of 1947 the Middletown Col- 
legiate Center was started as an extension of the As- 
sociated Colleges of Upper New York. The facilities of 
the High School were utilized, with classes running from 
late afternoon through the evening. On June 4, 1949 


the last class was graduated from the Collegiate Center. 

The flood of war veterans had been accommodated 
but it was apparent that there was a tremendous need 
for a two year college in the local area. Mr. Fred Ger- 
main, then Executive Secretary of the Middletown Cham- 
ber of Commerce stimulated the entire community with 
his enthusiasm for a Community College, with the end 
result that Mrs. Christine Morrison decided to give up 
her home on South Street to accommodate the college. 


In 1950 the Orange County Community College 
held classes for the first time in the former carriage 
house of the Morrison estate. Later the 40 room man- 
sion itself was utilized by the college, and today the 
beautiful home built by Webb Horton in 1905 stands 
proudly alongside such ultra-modern buildings as Hudson 
Hall and Orange Hall. From an opening enrollment of 
165 students in 1950, the college today throngs with 
students by day and is equally busy at night with a host 
of evening extension courses attended regularly by many 
who never thought of themselves going back to college 
“after all these years.”’ 


As Middletown celebrates its Diamond Jubilee, 
workmen are finishing additional buildings at O.C.C.C. 
which will enable it to better serve the ever increasing 
number of high school grads who are taking advantage 
of higher education in Middletown. 


THE CITY'S CHURCHES 


Some indication of the importance of a house of 
worship in the earliest days of the settlement of Middle- 
town can be seen in the following quotation from the 
book ‘‘Middletown”’ by Dr. Franklin B. Williams: 

The village of Middletown may be said to date 
from the organization of the First Congregational 
Church. 

Previous to that time there was no indication 
that the locality would become a hamlet more than 
any other place in the neighborhood. 

In other words, the village sprang up around the 
old meeting house, the center of social activity for the 
people of the area. 

The City Directory for 1962 lists a total of twenty- 
two churches of various faiths in Middletown. Of these, 
the First Congregational Church located at 35 East Main 
Street takes its rightful place as the oldest in the city. 
The present building is the third to occupy the site, hav- 
ing been built in 1873. The original old meeting house 
was built in 1786 and replaced with a newer building in 
the year 1834. Rev. Stephen Bachelder is pastor of the 
First Congregational Church. 

The First Presbyterian Church was opened on Or- 
chard Street in May of 1830 following what has been 
called ‘‘The Church War.’’ This was a conflict between 
two factions of the Congregational Church which re- 
sulted in a split between those who wished to change 
the church to Presbyterianism and those who wished to 


remain Congregationalists. The present red brick build- 
ing stretching from Orchard Street back to Roberts 
Street was dedicated October 24, 1866. Rev. Robert 
D. Allred is the present minister. 

The Second Presbyterian Church was organized in 
town on September 22, 1854. One and one half years 
later its first church was built on the East Main Street hill 
property where its successor stands today. This is the 
beautiful Webb Horton Memorial Presbyterian Church 
which opened in 1914, the gift of Mr. Eugene Horton in 
memory of his father. Mr. Horton specifically had in- 
cluded in the plans that the building should be so 
equipped as to provide a community center with both 
gymnasium and swimming facilities, something the city 
otherwise lacked. 

An interesting offshoot of the Webb Horton Church 
was its Italian Chapel located on Cottage Street. Many 
of the Italian immigrants to Middletown were Presbyter- 
ians but were accustomed, of course, to attending serv- 
ices held in their native tongue. Immediately following 
the First World War, Webb Horton Church dedicated its 
Italian Chapel, with all services to be given in the Ital- 
ian language. In 1942 the name was changed to the 
Trinity Presbyterian Church and by 1949 the need for 
the Chapel had virtually disappeared. Most of the older 
generation were gone and the new generation had 
grown up in the English language. The building today 
is utilized by the Assembly of God. 


Franklin Square looking east showing Pronk’s Corner, now Whelan’s. 
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THE CITY'S CHURCHES 


The Grace Episcopal Church was established in 
Middletown in 1843, the small congregation meeting in 
various rooms around the village until its first church 
could be constructed. That first Grace Church, erected 
in 1847 remains in use today although several additions 
to the original building have been made. In 1869 the 
present steeple was raised, replacing the earlier 125 
foot spire. For many years the village clock was a 
prominent feature of the Grace Church steeple until its 
removal early in 1900. The round openings in the 
steeple are, of course, still plainly visible. Leader of 
Grace Church today is Rev. Joseph F. Matthews. 

The oldest church building still in use in Middletown 
is that of the First Baptist Church which was erected on 
Mulberry Street in 1844. The building was remodeled 
somewhat in 1868. In 1923 the Church acquired a 
community house at the corner of West Main and Mul- 
berry Streets to provide additional space for social and 
other activities of the growing congregation. However, 
a large, modern building was constructed by the Bap- 
tists in 1957 adjacent to the old church and the commu- 
nity house was sold and relegated to other usage. Today 
the First Baptist Church boasts a pleasing contrast be- 
tween old and new architecture amid a radically chang- 
ing section of the City. The pastor of this church is 
Rey. Edwin L. Thornton. 

The large and active Roman Catholic population of 
Middletown today is in sharp contrast to the handful of 
Irish immigrants who organized the St. Joseph’s Society 
here in the year 1859. Probably not too many of St. 
Joseph's present communicants realize that in 1860 the 
Society purchased land at the corner of Linden and 
Wickham Avenues and proceeded to build the founda- 
tion for what would have been their first church. Al- 
though that site was shortly abandoned by the group, 
a historical building was later erected on the massive 
foundations. That was Linden Hall, now occupied by 
the G.&D. Surgical and Drug Co. 

In January 1865 the St. Joseph’s Parish was offi- 
cially organized and it proceeded to purchase some 12 
acres of land on Cottage Street between Wickham and 
Wisner Avenues. The first church was built on this site 
in 1867. The present St. Joseph's Church was construct- 
ed in 1879 and dedicated on May 9, 1880. The lofty 
spire, such a distinctive feature of the church today, was 
not built immediately, but added several years later. 
St. Joseph's dominates upper Cottage Street today, with 
a new convent building, the St. Joseph's School, the 
Church itself, a large, modern rectory and of course, 
St. Joseph's Cemetery with its lawns and well kept up 
grounds extending to the rear. Monsignor John G. 
Pierce is Pastor. 

St. Paul’s Methodist Church, standing proudly at 
the corner of West Main and Mulberry Streets traces its 
history back to the year 1824 when a cobbler by the 
name of Edwards formed a sma!l group of Methodists 
around him and began to hold prayer meetings. As 
time went on and the group became larger, it was 
natural for them to want to meet in their own church. 
On July 11, 1838 this group was incorporated as ‘‘The 
First Methodist Episcopal Church of South Middletown,” 
and almost immediately contracted for a building which 
was built on South Street on the site of the present Old 
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Ladies’ Home. 

Thirty-two years later, the present church was built, 
the dedication taking place November 1, 1871. In 1923 
an addition was constructed to provide room for the 
many activities which are such a necessary feature of 
today's church life. Today's minister at St. Paul’s is the 
Rev. Clyde H. Snell. 

The Primitive or Old School Baptists organized in 
Middletown as early as 1792 and for many years met 
outside the village at a location then known as Rock- 
ville, on the VanBurenville Road. In 1871 however, the 
congregation erected a church at the corner of Cottage 
and Roberts Street. A national figure in the Baptist 
Church at the time was Elder Gilbert Beebe, a resident 
of Middletown who published a widely read religious 
paper called ‘‘Signs of the Times.’’ Elder Beebe was 
one of the most noted leaders of the Old School Bap- 
tists and regularly preached in the Roberts Street Church. 
Gradually, as Elder Beebe and many of his contempo- 
raries passed away, the sect dwindled until, in 1931 
the church building in Middletown was sold. 

The Seventh Day Adventists in Middletown were the 
purchasers of the Old School Baptist Church and their 
Saturday services were held there for thirty years. In 
1961 the Adventists erected a large church and school 
building on Highland Avenue at the corner of Courtland 
Street, and once again the old church was up for sale. 

At this point, with the City in a state of flux due to 
the massive Urban Renewal project, the Second Baptist 
Church, organized in 1932, desperately needed a new 
home. On Sunday, July 9, 1961 the congregation 
marched from its old church on Fulton Street to their 
newly acquired home on Roberts Street. 

Christ Church, Universalist stands today at the cor- 
ner of East Main Street and Orchard, a gray stone build- 
ing with its rectory and parish house directly behind on 
the Orchard Street side. This building was erected in 
1901. The present pastor is Rey. Ronald Marcy. 

North Congregational Church, overlooking that part 
of the city, stands today on a high hill on North Beacon 
Street, its grand staircase reaching down to touch Lin- 
den Avenue. The building is one of the newer churches 
in Middletown, having been built in 1931. Prior to that 
time, the group met in their original church at 275 North 
Street, which they had erected in 1889. This latter 
building now houses the Christian and Missionary Alli- 
ance Church. Rev. Ferdinand A. Kurz, Jr.~is the pastor 
at North Congregational Church. 

Within the space of one block on Linden Avenue 
stand two large buildings, one the Synagogue and the 
other the St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church. The 
Lutherans in Middletown were organized on November 
7, 1898 although several previous attempts had been 
made to organize. The present church was built in 
1914 and presently is led by Rev. Robert M. Feist. 

The Middletown Hebrew Association was organized 
in 1916 by a small group of Middletown businessmen. 
Its ranks grew slowly, so slowly in fact, that it was not 
until 1925 that the still small group was able to con- 
struct the present Synagogue and Community Center. 
The building, as built, contained ample room for future 
growth. This is evidenced by the fact that today, with 
a more than seven fold increase in membership, the 


THE CITY'S CHURCHES 


St. Joseph’s Church, Cottage Street, as originally built without a steeple. 


building serves the spiritual and social activities of the 
Jewish community, as well as a greatly expanded He- 
brew school. The present leader of the congregation 
is Rabbi Joseph Herman. 

In 1912 a second Catholic parish was established 
in Middletown, property being purchased at the foot 
of Monhagen Avenue for its use. This, of course, was 
the beginning of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church 
and that original site is in use today as the Priory. In 
1926 the present Church on West Main Street was 
opened. Pastor of Mount Carmel today is the Rev. 
Emmanuel J. Hourihan, O.Carm. A former Pastor, Rev. 
Berthold Forrester, O.Carm., widely known for his civic 
activities in Middletown, is now Catholic Chaplain at the 
Middletown State Hospital. 

St. John’s A.M.E. Zion Church, now located at the 
corner of East Avenue and Genung Street, had its be- 
ginnings in Middletown as early as 1861. It was not 
until July 6, 1871 that the group’s first church was 
opened on East Avenue. The present building was built 
in 1924 at the corner of East Avenue and Everett Street 
where it remained until 1962. At that time the building, 
located in the Urban Renewal demolition area, was dra- 
matically raised, placed on wheels, and transported one 
block south. Placed on a new foundation, renovated 
and improved, the building today serves an active con- 
gregation, led by Rev. Jerome H. French. 

The newest church building in the city is that of the 
First Church of Christ, Scientist now being readied on 
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Grove Street. By the turn of the century a few local 
students of Christian Science had begun to hold meet- 
ings in Middletown. In 1922 the members purchased a 
residence at 12 Orchard Street and remodeled it for 
use as a church. 

The group, organized as a Society since 1904, now 
petitioned the Mother Church for a change in status from 
a Society to a Church. In 1924 the present name was 
adopted and approved. 

The Christian Scientists, desirous of expanding their 
faciilies, voted in 1962 to construct a completely new 
Church and Reading Room at 30-32 Grove Street. 

In concluding the section on Middletown’s churches 
an organization should be mentioned whose functions as 
a church is but one of the many ways in which it serves 
the community. That, of course, is the Salvation Army, 
which was first established in Middletown in 1890. By 
1920 the Salvation Army had acquired the building on 
King Street which remained its local headquarters until 
the Urban Renewal program necessitated its demolition. 
The large, new building at 80 West Main Street, formerly 
occupied by the Middletown Times-Herald, was purchas- 
ed by the Salvation Army in 1961. 

The Salvation Army conducts a never ending pro- 
gram of help to the needy, assistance at emergencies, 
welfare work, evangelism to the unchurched, aid to the 
homeless and many other activities, many of which are 
completely unsung and unpublicized. Captain and Mrs. 
Clarence C..Graham are Officers-in-Charge. 
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The Orange County Trust Co. building shown here circa 1890 can still be seen today, 
although it has been altered and additions made to it. The building on the left was 
the Matthews Carpet Bag factory, now Ayres and Galloway. Between the two buildings 


can be seen an outdoor movie. 


corner of Linden and Wickham Aves. about 1909. 
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MIDDLETOWN, N.Y. NORTH STREET. Chas. A. Ketcham, Middletown, N, Y. 
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North Street looking north. Visible is C. J. Giering’s jewelry store and Charles A. 
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North Street looking south. Showing old offices of Orange County Telephone Co, and 
old headquarters of Salvation Army. 


26 


THE RISE OF INDUSTRY 


One of the primary measures of a community is its 
industry, the factories from which comes a living to much 
of its populace. Middletown was possessed of no spe- 
cial natural advantage which would cause industry to 
seek it out, yet from the earliest days, it had its factor- 
ies. The first important industry to locate here was the 
Orange County Foundry, established by Elisha P. Wheeler 
in 1842. This plant, which manufactured stoves and 
other iron goods, was located between North Street and 
Foundry Alley, now Center Street. 

In 1853, the firm of Matthews and Hunt, manufac- 
turers of carpet bags, bought a building at North and 
Roberts Street where they produced this type of hand 
luggage for many years. The building is occupied today 
by the Ayres & Galloway Hardware Company. 

In that same year of 1853, Elisha Wheeler and 
E. M. Madden began the Monhagen Saw Works which 
is perpetuated today as giant Clemson Brothers. 

1853 was an auspicious year for industry in Mid- 
dletown. Another new manufacturer, the Wilcox and 
Draper Hat Company moved to Middletown, purchasing 
property at the corner of Railroad Avenue and Grove 
Street. Some years later, Wilcox and Draper erected 
a large six-story factory on the same site which burned 
to the ground in 1911. At the time of the fire, the build- 
ing was occupied by the New York Piano Key Company. 
This property was subsequently purchased by S. E. Le- 
Roy who operated a coal business on the site for many 
years. 


One of the city’s largest industrial buildings has 
long been the ‘‘condensery”’, the block long brick struc- 
ture on Canal Street. The plant was built to process 
Orange County milk and was originally the Anglo-Swiss 
Condensery, later taken over by the Borden Company. 
Today, a large portion of the building is occupied by 
the Classy Leather Goods Company. 

In recent times Middletown has had many large 
plants engaged in various phases of the clothing indus- 
try. Among these are the Manhattan Shirt Company, 
established in Middletown in 1883 as the Millen Shirt 
Company, Calvert Manufacturing Company, producing 
ladies coats in a new, modern plant on Oliver Avenue 
and Playtogs, Inc., manufacturers of children’s clothes. 

A few of the plants that once contributed heavily 
to the city’s economy and are no longer on the scene 
include the Middletown Underwear Company, which 
manufactured famous ‘Miss Swank" slips, Middletown 
Knitting Mills, maker of mens and boys sweaters, Lust- 
berg-Nast Company, shirtmakers and A. Hollander and 
Son, dressers and dyers of persian lamb furs. 

In the post-war period, several large industries lo- 
cated in the city, among them Master Rule Manufactur- 
ing Company, Polak’s Frutal Works, producers of flavors 
and essences, |. Hertzberg and Son, brushmakers, Electra 
Manufacturing Company, maker of electrical equipment, 
the Delford Rubber Company which produces extruded 
rubber products and Kieley and Mueller, Inc., which pro- 
duces specialized valves and control equipment. 


North Street, Middletown, N. Y. 


Franklin Square looking north. On the right is Pronk’s Corner, on the left is Katz- 
inger’s New Idea Store and Hanford and Horton’s. 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT 


The Middletown Fire Department, which celebrated 
its Centennial Year in 1959, affords the city a very ex- 
cellent and efficient quality of fire protection through a 
combined volunteer-paid system. Middletown’s seven 
volunteer fire companies are teamed with a group of 
paid drivers, the paid men operating the apparatus, the 
volunteers fighting the fires. In actual practice, the sys- 
tem has proven its worth over the years. Middletown’s 
four fire stations are manned at all times by the profes- 
sionals, while the volunteers respond to all alarms. 

Middletown’s first piece of fire equipment was pur- 
chased as early as 1821, although the first volunteer 
company, (which did not survive) was not formed for an- 
other 24 years. 

By 1859 it became obvious that the community had 
to have a better fire protection arrangement and at this 
time, three new fire companies were organized. These 
were EAGLE FIRE ENGINE COMPANY, NO. 3; EXCELSIOR 
HOOK AND LADDER COMPANY, NO. 1 and PHOENIX 
ENGINE COMPANY, NO. 4. 

In 1869 a group of young men organized MONHA- 
GEN HOSE COMPANY, NO. 1. It must be remembered 
that at the time, an ‘‘engine’’ was a hand operated 
pumper taking water from cisterns or from bucket bri- 
gades. The newly formed ‘‘hose’’ company was pro- 
vided with a large reel of leather hose mounted on a 
hand-drawn carriage. This hose could be connected to 
the new fire hydrants and the water played directly on 
the fire. 
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The next company to organize was the WILLIAM M. 
McQUOID FIRE ENGINE COMPANY, NO. 3 formed in 
1873. In 1889 the ONTARIO HOSE COMPANY, NO. 5 
was organized to provide protection for the North End 
of the city with its new homes and huge N.Y.O.&W. 
shops. The following year, 1890, the WAALKILL ENGINE 
COMPANY, NO. 6 was formed to protect the West End 
and the so-called “‘hill section.’’ Bear in mind that at 
ihis time, the apparatus was drawn by the firemen by 
means of drag ropes. Upon receipt of an alarm, the 
fireman had to run to the firehouse, help pull the appar- 
atus through the streets at top speed to the scene of the 
blaze, then proceed to extinguish the fire. It will be 
seen why the outlying fire houses were deemed a neces- 
sity. 

By 1893 the city had grown so swiftly that it was 
felt necessary to have a faster and- more certain re- 
sponse to fire calls. Additionally, much of the apparatus 
had been obsoleted and larger and more modern equip- 
ment was needed. Accordingly, the Eagles, Excelsiors 
and Phoenix received new apparatus which was to be 
horse-drawn. This necessitated the hiring of paid drivers 
to care for the animals and to remain on call in the 
firehouse in case of an alarm. 

Many are the citizens of Middletown today who can 
remember the old King Street Firehouse and how the 
perfectly trained horses would run to their places before 
the apparatus at the first tap of the alarm. Down would 
come the hanging harness and in an instant the trucks 


King Street Fire House showing Excelsiors and Eagles responding to an alarm. . 
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FIRE 


Middletown’s First Automobile Fire Apparatus. 
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1909 American-Mors Triple 


Combination purchased by Monhagen Hose Company. 


were negotiating narrow King Street on their way to the 
scene. 

One of the epic sights of the old time fire depart- 
ments was the steamer, pulled by. two or three horses, 
dashing through the streets with black smoke billowing 
from its stack. The Middletown Fire Department re- 
ceived its first and only steamer in 1907 and it was as- 
signed to the McQuoids. The steamer saw service at 
many of the City’s larger fires before its retirement, and 
it may be seen today at the Old Museum Village in Mon- 
roe where it is preserved along with other relics. 

The motorization of the Department began when the 
Monhagens in 1909 themselves purchased a motorized 
fire apparatus. It was originally to have been a hose 
wagon but the Mons decided to extend its future use- 
fulness by the addition of an engine-driven pump. The 
truck itself was radical for the era, the installation of a 
pump made it one of the first machines of its type in 
the country. Although the fire horses remained in sery- 
ice until 1927, the end was in sight as early as 1909. 
From then on, each company in turn, received a motor 
apparatus. 

The present Central Fire Station replaced the King 
Street Firehouse which had accomodated the Eagles and 
Excelsiors and the East Main Street Firehouse which had 
housed the McQuoids and Monhagens. It was originally 
suggested that the new structure be built to accomodate 
not only the four fire companies, but also the police sta- 
tion, jail, caurtrooms, public comfort station and public 
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meeting hall. The building was completed in 1929 with 
accomodations for the four companies, their apparatus, 
their meeting and bunk rooms, as well as a large kitchen 
and dance hall on the third floor. Central Fire Station 
today is the nerve center of the department as well as 
the headquarters of the Orange County Mutual Aid Sys- 
tem. 

The present day Middletown Fire Department con- 
sists of the seven fire companes previously mentioned, 
although over the years there have been minor changes 
made in names and numbers due to the gradual evolu- 
tion of the fire system. The following units make up the 
present Department: 

Excelsior Hook and Ladder Company No. 1 

Monhagen Hose and Salvage Company No. 1 

Eagle Engine Company No. 2 

McQuoid Engine and Ladder Company No. 3 

Phoenix Engine Company No. 4 

Ontario Hose Company No. 5 

Waalkill Engine Company No. 6 

Augmenting these companies are several other or- 
ganizations including the Middletown Fire Police, the 
Middletown Veteran Firemen’s Association and the La- 
dies’ Auxiliaries of the Phoenix and Ontario companies. 
Within the past year a new Emergency Unit was formed 
to assist with the many general emergency and rescue 
calls received by the Department as well as to perform 
first aid work at fires. The Middletown Paid Firemen's 
Association represents the fire drivers. 
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The New York State Armory and the 24th Separate Company. Notice that the Armory, 
as built, looked quite different than it does today. Later, the front was filled out, 
the large turrets were added and an extension along Highland Ave. was added. 


MILITIA AND THE WARS 


The history of Middletown’s militia companies and 
of the participation of Middletowners in the various wars 
and armed conflicts which have taken place is far be- 
yond the scope of this limited space. Middletown had 
a company of militia known as the Wallkill Republican 
Blues which took part in the War of 1812. The important 
role played by men from Middletown and Orange Coun- 
ty in the War Between the States is well known. The fa- 
mous ‘“‘Orange Blossom”’ regiment took part in several 
famous battles including Chancellorsville and Gettys- 
burg. Many other local men served in the 5éth Regi- 
ment which fought in the Deep South and also took part 
in the battle for Richmond. 

At the time of Middletown’s inauguration as a city, 
the local militia company was known as the 24th Sep- 
arate Company, New York Volunteers, and it was for 
this organization that the present State Armory was con- 
structed. The 24th Separate Company was ordered to 
Hawaii during the Spanish-American War and became 
Company | of the First New York Regiment. 

During World War One, Company | saw active serv- 
ice in the trench fighting in France. Of course, in this 
war as well as in the more recent conflict, many other 
local men were conscripted into the armed forces, more 
than 1000 men from Middletown in all. 

Following the Great War, the New York National 
Guard was reorganized and the local unit became Bat- 
tery D of the 156th Field Artillery. This military organi- 
zation was federalized shortly before World War Two 
erupted, many of its members serving through to the end 
of the war. 


Middletown played an active part in the last war 
as its militia, its volunteers and especially its draftees 
saw service in every part of the world. Before the war 
ended in 1945 most Middletown organizations were dis- 
playing the familiar red and white service flags with their 
blue number designating how many men that particular 
organization had sent to the wars. All too many of 
these flags also bore one or more gold stars, silent trib- 
ute to those who would never return. 

The Benton Avenue School was transformed. into the 
Middletown National Defense Training School, headed 
by educator Theodore A. Gode, while the Mulberry 
Street School housed such wartime entities as the Ration 
Board, the Draft Board, the War Pricing Boards. A ka- 
leidoscope of wartime Middletown might show up many 
other all but forgotten activities. Remember the Victory 
Gardens? ‘'Get in the Scrap”’ drives to collect old pots, 
pans and other metal? Blackout drills and Air Raid 
Wardens? Bundles for Britain? War Bond rallies? The 
participation of students, girls rolling bandages while 
the boys carved black-painted airplane recognition mod- 
els? Of course, one could go on in this vein, mentioning 
ration coupons, meat points, the ban on pleasure driv- 
ing, etc. Then finally the war was over and Middle- 
town and the nation was able to get back to a more 
normal and natural way of life. 

Following the war, Middletown’s massive State Ar- 
mory once more accommodated a company of the New 
York National Guard. The present Middletown unit, 


commanded by Captain Robert K. Lake, is Battery A, 
170th Field Artillery. 


The Drake house which stood on the site of the present Middletown High School. 


This 


was later known as the Sundstrand property. Photo taken in 1893. 
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View of North St. looking north around 1893. 


MIDDLETOWN'S HOSPITALS 


For many years Middletown’'s physicians were ham- 
pered by the lack of adequate hospital facilities in the 
area. Dr. Julia E. Bradner, Middletown’s energetic 
woman doctor of the eighties, took it upon herself to 
organize a local hospital. The group she formed was 
incorporated on December 6, 1887 as the Middletown 
Hospital Association. 


This organization had the necessary spirit but, as 
so often happens, had not the required funds. How- 
ever, Mrs. S. Maretta Thrall saw fit to donate land and 
money to the extent of $16,000 and the proposed hos- 
pital became a reality. On May 10, 1892, the 26 bed 
hospital opened at its Grove St. location. 


Thrall Hospital served the needs of the community 
until another of the City’s well known philanthropists 
made possible a newer and larger hospital. This, of 
course, was the Elizabeth A. Horton Memorial Hospital 
which opened in 1929. This modern institution has since 
received two large additions as well as a constant im- 
provement in its facilities and equipment. Coincident 
with the opening of Horton Hospital, the Clemson Nurses’ 
Home was completed on the same property. 


One of the most powerful economic factors in the 
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City of Middletown at the present time is the State Hos- 
pital with its huge annual payroll responsible for the 
support of hundreds of local families. This facility has 
a patient capacity of almost 4000 and while exempt 
from local taxation, the installation nevertheless appears 
on Middletown's 1963 Assessment Roll as an item of 
some $6.5 millions valuation. 

In 1869 Dr. George F. Foote came to Middletown 
for the purpose of establishing an insane asylum here, 
and by dint of much effort, he succeeded in raising some 
$75,000. Additional monies were forthcoming from the 
State and a large farm was purchased at the west end 
of the village. The initial patient was admitted on May 
7, 1874 to ‘‘the first homeopathic asylum in the world.”’ 
The early buildings, still in use, today, were widely ac- 
claimed by contemporary writers who exclaimed of their 
beauty, their utility and their ‘‘home-like’’ atmosphere. 

Today, virtually a city unto itself, the State Hospital, 
under the supervision of Dr. Hyman Pleasure can boast 
of its tremendous new buildings, its new facilities and 
equipment, its up to the minute techniques and its highly 
trained personnel. Several new buildings have been 
erected in the past few years, including giant Tuckerman 
Hall and a unique new geriatrics center. 


Thrall Hospital located on Grove St., opened in 1892 
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State 


Hospital, Main Building, Middletown, N. 


V. 


Middletown State Homeopathic Hospital, Main Building 


THRALL ENDOWMENTS 


Mrs. S. Maretta Thrall, donor of Thrall Hospital in 
1891, was responsible for two other major gifts which 
remain in everyday use today. One is, of course, Thrall 
Park. Here the fine lawns and graveled walks wind 
around the Soldiers’ Monument, moved to the park in 
1894 from its former location at Orchard and North 
Streets, and here also is located the Fireman's Memorial 
Fountain, dedicated in 1907, although its graceful jets 
of water spray no more. Another feature of the park 
for many years was the old band stand, once the scene 
of regular band concerts. During World War Il the 


City erected a giant billboard at Thrall Park containing 
the names of local men serving in the Armed Forces. 

Thrall Library was opened on July 4, 1901, made 
possible by a bequest of $30,000 in Mrs. Thrall’s will. 
At the time, the second floor of the new building was 
intended as a museum and meeting place. Today, 
Thrall Library’s children’s department is housed there. 
Mrs. Eleanor Roe, Head Librarian, today operates an 
institution housing some 30,000 volumes. The Library, 
owned by the City, is managed by the Board of Edu- 
cation. 


POST OFFICE 


Middletown’s first Postmaster was Stacy Beakes, an 
energetic pioneer businessman whose general store was 
located at the West Main and North Street intersection 
long known as Denton’s Corner. In 1823, Stacy Beakes 
moved his store across the street, to the present day 
location of Whelan’s Drug Store, known for many years 
as Pronk’s Corner. The Post Office was established in 
the hamlet on October 22, 1816 and Mr. Beakes re- 
mained Postmaster until February 1, 1826 when he was 
succeeded in office by his son, Henry S. Beakes. 

Between 1829 and 1849 the local Post Office was 
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known officially as ‘‘South Middletown” to avoid con- 
fusion with another community named Middletown. This 
other Middletown has now vanished so completely that 
little evidence can now be found to definitely mark its 
location. 

The present Post Office building at the corner of 
James and West Main Streets was dedicated November 
16, 1911 and indications are that it will shortly be re- 
placed with a newer buiding. Middetown's Postmaster 
is Robert R. Austell, who has served in this capacity since 
April 1, 1953. 


TELEPHONE 


The earliest use of the telephone in Middletown 
came in March 1879 when the first line was strung be- 
tween the Western Union office in the Erie Depot and 
the State Hospital. The first message, sent by Dr. Sel- 
don H. Talcott, Superintendent of the State Hospital, 
was: 

“This is the way we long have sought 
And mourned because we found it not." 

The first commercial telephone service in Middle- 
town was not until 1881 when there were 25 initial sub- 
scribers. The first telephone exchange was located in 
the Wilcox Building and the arrangements made for 
night service are recorded thusly: 

“The operator lays on a cot and goes to sleep. 
When a call is made, the gas is turned on automati- 


cally and an alarm bell rings until the operator arises 
and turns it off. He makes the connection and when 
the call is finished he puts out the gas and goes back 
to sleep.” 

Dr. Edwin Fancher, often called the father of Mid- 
dletown's telephone service, organized the Orange Coun- 
ty Telephone Company in 1895 and was its President 
until his death in 1931. One of his last acts was the 
change-over to the dial telephone system, which went 
into service on May 19, 1930. 

The local utility once again demonstrated its pro- 
gressiveness in 1958 when it adopted the two letter - 
five numeral system and equipped itself to provide for 
Direct Distance Dialing. In 1962 the Company merged 
with the General Telephone Company of Upstate New 
York. 


ELECTRICITY 


One of the world’s greatest inventions, electricity, 
has so changed our way of life, that it is difficult to real- 
ize what actual changes it wrought. In 1888, for in- 
stance, the City of Middletown had 95 gas and 105 
kerosene street lights. The lamplighters lighted the 
lamps at twilight and usually put them out around 1:30 
A.M. 

The first business in Middletown to make use of elec- 
tricity for lighting was the furniture house of C. E. Craw- 


ford & Brother, located at 44 North Street, which in- 
stalled the radical new system in December 1884. 
When the potentialities of the new invention began 
to be realized, the Common Council was harried by sev- 
eral groups of businessmen petitioning to be granted the 
official city lighting franchise. Finally, on February 19, 
1889, the Middletown Electric Light and Power Company 
received the coveted franchise and immediately con- 
structed a large power plant at Knox's Crossing, West 


State Theater located on South St., 
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closed March 11, 1959 
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Interior of Casino Theater in 1893, showing the two balconies and the boxes. This was 
later known as the Stratton Theater and was located on James Street. 


ELECTRICITY 


Main Street. This plant, with its tall chimney, is still very 
much in evidence today, although the present utility no 
longer uses the building as a generating station. 

With the tremendous dependence of the community 
today on electric power and with the dramatic increase 
in the use of natural gas, the role of the utility today is 
an indispensible one. The Middletown Electric Light and 
Power Company, headed by Leander C. Purdy in 1905 


became the Orange County Lighting Company. In 1917 
a merger of four such companies in the county resulted 
in the formation of the Orange County Public Service 
Corporation. 

Still later, in 1927 the Rockland Light and Power 
Company took over from Public Service and to round out 
the story, on April 1, 1958 R.L.&P. gave way to the 
present firm, Orange and Rockland Utilities, Inc. 


: ree 
: se 
s YW. BLauaon. 


Gothic Hall, Middletown’s first lodge and public meeting place, built in 1842, 
This structure stood at 54 North Street and was the scene of many public meetings, 
entertainments, political gatherings and lodge meetings. Its scalloped gables and rich 
interior decor were considered the epitome of the day’s architecture. Gothic Hall 
was razed in 1938 to make way for the new Montgomery Ward store. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
DURING 
MIDDLETOWN’S ANNIVERSARY YEAR 


1963 


The story of a community would not be complete without mentioning the civic 
and social activities of its many citizens. Due credit must be given to our many 
dedicated workers in such causes as the Red Cross, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, Horton 
Hospital and Middletown State Hospital volunteer workers, and Parent-Teacher 
Associations. The newly formed School District Citizens Committee deserves credit 
for its work and interest on behalf of our children. The door-to-door canvassers for 
Heart Fund, Salvation Army, and other financial drives should not be forgotten for 
their thankless, though important part in preserving health and well-being. 


We cannot hope to list, in this abbreviated account of Middletown history, 
every event of each organization. We have included in this calendar of events of 
our 75th anniversary year, therefore, only the functions that we feel involve the 
majority of our citizens. 


Jan. 5 ‘Theatre of the Absurd’? — Orange County Community College Theatre 
6 Middletown Jaycees — Christmas Tree pickup 
6 Ice Skating meet — Fancher-Davidge Park 
7 ‘Cosi Fan Tutte’’ — Metropolitan Opera Studio — Middletown High 
School 
9 Middletown Girl Scout Council — Annual Association Meeting and 
Leader Recognition Dinner 
23 Beaux Arts Trio — Middletown Community Concert Association — 
Middletown High School 
26 Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks — 26th Annual Charity Ball 
28 Middletown Jaycees — 17th Annual Outstanding Citizens Banquet 
University Club of Middletown — Film series 
Orange County Community College — Film series 
Feb. 14-16 ‘‘Bye Bye Birdie’? — Music & Drama Dept. Middletown High School 


26 Kiwanis Club — Pancake Day 


Mar. 14 “Winnie the Pooh” and ‘‘The Great Divorce”’ 

Bishop's Company — Grace Church 

15 ‘Music in Shakespeare’s Time’’ —- Suzanne Bloch — College Theatre 

16 Woodmen of the World Tamarack Camp No. 381 — 13th Annual 
Outstanding Citizen Award Dinner 

16 McQuoid Engine & Ladder Company No. 3 — 9th Annual St. Patrick’s 
Day Dance — Middletown Armory 

18 Middletown Art Group — Art Exhibit — Thrall Library 

23 Hans Richter-Haaser, pianist —- Middletown High School 

28 ‘A Thurber Carnival’ — Middletown Players Club — Anthony J. 
Veraldi Junior High School 

30-31 Sisterhood of the Temple Sinai — Showing of silent films in the Social 


Hall 
April 3 Middletown Girl Scout Council — Brownie Cookie Sale 
5-6 ‘The Lowland Sea’’ — Alec Wilder Opera — College Theatre 
5 “Thieves Carnival’? — Senior Class — Middletown High School 


Middletown Senior Citizens Club — Bus trip to Radio City Music Hall 
to see Easter show 
6 Boy Scouts of America — Scouting-in-Action show — Middletown 
State Armory 
14 Hoffman Lodge No. 412, F&AM — Easter Egg Hunt — Fancher- 
Davidge Park 
15. ‘Macbeth’? — New York Shakespeare Festival — Middletown High 
School 
15-19 Young Men's Christian Association — 1963 Easter Vacation Day Camp 
20-21 Middletown Jaycees —- Automobile Seat Belt Clinic 
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June ] 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


Middletown Chamber of Commerce — Tri-Town Exposition — Orange 
County Fairgrounds 

Humane Society — Penny Social — Mt. Carmel Hall 

“Aladdin’’ — Periwinkle Players — A. J. Veraldi Jr. High School 


Middletown Stamp Club — Stamp Exhibit — Fancher-Davidge Park 


Garden Lovers Club of Middletown Permanent evergreens and 
flowers in planters along North Street 

Lions Club — Glaucoma Clinic 

Middletown Senior Citizens Club —— Luncheon celebrating Senior Citi- 
zens Month 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit No. 151 — Poppy Sale 


‘Midsummer Night’s Dream’’ — Apprentice Players — College Theatre 

Orange County Extension Service —- Home Demonstration Day 

Boy Scouts of America — Cubbing-in-Action Show — Middletown 
State Armory 

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks —- Youth Day Ceremony in 
conjunction with Little League 

Lions Club — “‘Old Glasses for New Glasses’’ — Bottle pick-up 


Middletown Jaycees —- Man the Pumps Project 
Apollo Club — Spring Concert — A. J. Veraldi Jr. High School 
Open House — Mulberry House — Middletown Senior Citizens 


“Spoon River Anthology’’ — College Theatre 

Webb Horton Memorial Church — Women's Association Public 
Luncheon 

“Come Back, Little Sheba’? — Middletown Players Club — A. J. Ver- 


aldi Jr. High School 
Boy Scouts of America — Cub Scout Packs trip to New York 
Hudson Valley Philharmonic — Middletown High School 
Memorial Day Parade 


St. John’s Lutheran Church — 50th anniversary of laying of corner- 
stone of Church building 

Horton Hospital Auxiliary — Mardi Gras — Fancher-Davidge Park 

First Church of Christ, Scientist —-moving to new building on Grove 
Street 

DIAMOND JUBILEE WEEK — see program of events 

Lions Club — Annual Installation Night and Ladies Night 

Humane Society — Pet show at Fancher-Davidge Park 

Second Baptist Church — Church anniversary 

Municipal playgrounds and War Veterans Memorial Pool open 

Recreation Commission — Tennis Tournament 

St. Joseph's Church — Carnival 


Middletown Civil War Round Table — 100th anniversary Battle of 
Gettysburg Exhibit at Orange County Trust Co. 

Middletown Girl Scout Council — Day Camp 

Monhagen Hose Co. — 2nd Annual Independence Day Celebration 


Orange County Agricultural Society, Inc. — Orange County Fair 

McQuoid Field Day — Fancher-Davidge Park 

Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks — Annual Clambake 

Swimming meet for girls —- War Veterans Memorial Pool 

Orange County Republican Fall Festival — Orange County Fairgrounds 

Swimming meet for boys — War Veterans Memorial Pool 

Orange County Extension Service Home Demonstration Dept. Chicken 
Barbecue — Orange County Fairgrounds 

Church of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel — Annual Bazaar 

Hoffman Lodge No. 412, F&AM — Steer Roast 

Rotary Club — Annual Horse Show — Clemson Park 


oy, 


Novy. 


Dec. 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


Junior League — Annual Sale for Benefit of the Unit Community Trust 
Fund 

Middletown Girl Scout Council — Intermediate Cookie Sale 

Knights of Columbus, Middletown Council No 486. — Annual Charity 
Ball 

First Presbyterian Church — Organ Recital — Dedication of King 


Memorial Pipe Organ 
Historical Society of Middletown and Wallkill Precinct—Annual Meeting 


Lions Club — Pre-school visual screening clinic 
Lions Club — ‘‘Write for Sight’’ pen sale 
Howard & Patricia Barr, duo-pianists —- Community Concert 


First Baptist Church — Annual church bazaar 
‘“‘La Boheme’ — New York City Opera Co. — Middletown High School 


First Congregational Church — Annual Church Bazaar 
Middletown Jayncees — Halloween Art Contest 
League of Women Voters — Political Candidates meeting 


Middletown Business & Professional Women’s Club — Hobby Show — 
First Congregational Church 

Lions Club — Annual Ball 

North Congregational Church — Annual Church Bazaar 

Boy Scouts of America — 15th Annual Beech Mt. Scout Camp Fund 
Dinner 

Middletown Chamber of Commerce — Annual Membership Meeting 

Chaminade Club — Annual Fall Concert 

Kiwanis Club — Annual Homecoming Ball 


Apollo Club — Fall Concert 

Middletown Jaycees — Erect Nativity Scene at Wallace Park 

Middletown Jaycees — Christmas Shopping Tour for Underprivileged 
Children 

Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks — Christmas Party for the Needy 

American Legion — Christmas Party for Underprivileged Children 

Lenten Sewing Club — Charity Ball 

New Year’s Eve Ball, National Guard Unit 
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CO-CHAIRMAN JOSEPH A. GROH 
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COMMITTEES 
ADVERTISING 


Frank J. Gesualdo 
Richard C. Pinckney 


Edward M. Bernaski 
Clarence Bidwell 
Stanley R. Dodd, Sr. 
Gordon H. Drennan 
Walter E. Eronimous 
Bela Gesztesi 
William Gibbs 

Ike Halper 

Francis C. Harmon 


Mary K. Connell 
Dr. Irving O. Denman 


Dorothy Brook 
Mildred B. Earle 
Marion H. Feman 


Ralph W. Decker, D.D.S. 


Clarence Bidwell 


Kenneth B. Abt 
Allan D. Ackerson 
Russell J. Adgate 
Walter Cooley 
Robert Merritt 


Robert F. Cunningham, Ill 
Mrs. Joseph A. Frank 


Co-Chairmen 


Richard Horstman 
John C. McMickle, Jr. 
Edwin R. Moulton 
Frank J. Napp 
Herbert J. Pfeil 
Nelson F. Reed, Jr. 
Clifford Robinson 
Ralph A. Russo 
Anthony J. Veraldi 


ART IN THE PARK 


Mrs. John L. Hurley, Chairman 
Mrs. Sol Rosen 
Claude Seward 

Philip J. VanKeuren 


CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS 


Nellie R. Grey, Chairman 
Nellie Kennedy 
Edna L. Mackey 
Marjorie E. Purdy 


CONTESTS & PRIZES 


Warren J. Green, Chairman 


Arthur M. Gensior, D.D.S. 


DECORATIONS 


Royce B. Towner, Chairman 
Ralph Shoemaker 


DIAMOND JUBILEE PARADE 
Wilfred S. Bennett, Chairman 
Raymond W. Mills, Jr. 
Theodore G. Newman 
Robert F, Peterson 
Peter J. Teller 
John F. Walker 
Robert G. Walker 


DIAMOND JUBILEE QUEEN 


Marshall S. Eldridge, Chairman 
Mrs. Claude L. Gray 
Dr. Edith G. Selleck 
Frank Ernest Smith 


FINANCE 


Frank J. Gesualdo 
Richard C. Pinckney 


Robert N. Duffus 


Edwin R. Moulton 
William W. Weale 
Francis J. Bannon 
William J. Hutt 

C. William Bosch 

Lee I. Hunt 


Co-Chairmen 


Warren Green 


FIREMEN’S PARADE 
John F. Walker, Chairman 
G. Richard Truex 
Harold Schafer 
William B. Marx 
Mark P. Guattery 
Nicholas J. Scali 
Peter J, Guattery 
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William J. Hutt 


COMMITTEES 
FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS 


Clarence V. Seely, Chairman 


Leona W. Benjamin Angelo J. Ingrassia 
Richard C. Brisky Rodney Martin, Jr. 
John Van Duzer 
HISTORICAL 
Thomas B. Girard, Chairman 
Robert R. Austell Odell S. Hathaway 
Miss Katherine E. Beakes Stanley H. Southwell 
Mrs. Samuel W. Eager, Jr. Mrs. Lillian B. Wait 


HONORARY OFFICIALS 


Raymond E. Swalm, Chairman 


Robert P. Anderson 
Don L. L. Bates 
Wilfred S. Bennett 
Russell |. Brazington 
Charles C. Chappell 
Harold S. Close 
George L. Flach 


Ethel Bartow 
Rosina Barone 
Mona Berkman 
Florence Cooper 
Fanny Dudley 
Martha Foeller 


T. Vincent Foeller 
John J. McHugh 
Louis V. Mills 
Samuel E. Mitchell 

C. Clark Van Fleet 
Anthony J. Veraldi 
William O. Woodruff 


JUBILEE BELLES 


Carol Jenkins, Chairman 


Adelaide Fuller 
Dorothy George 
Almeda Hutt 
Carolyn Mills 
Marge Purdy 
Dawn Williams 


MIDDLETOWN STATE HOSPITAL 
Benjamin A. Schantz, M.D., Chairman 
Alexander S. Luther, Co-Chairman 


Frank Aspell 
Evelyn Carr 
Walter Cooley 
Hilton J. Eckerson 
Lavern Lockwood 
Charles O’Connell 


George B. Robertson 
Frank Seyfried 
Howard £. Shumake 
Robert D. Skidmore 
George R. Stambro 
Fred Walters 


Virginia H. Wilkins 


MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENTS 
Carl C. Werner, Chairman 
Mayor John N. Botens Regina V. Majka 
Kenneth B. Abt Anthony J. Morreale, M.D. 


Russell J. Adgate 
Harold B. Abramson 
Arthur E. Calhoun 
Geary Chumard 
Wilmot Decker 
Vivian D. Eaton 
Sidney Goldner 
Alfred E. Holly 

Dr. Thor Krogh 


John J. O’Connor, Jr. 
Eleanor Roe 

Martin Rosenblum 
Elizabeth B. Schuerholz 
Stanley H. Southwell 
James M. Stewart 
Nicholas F. Vuolo 
John F. Walker 
Marjorie T. Werner 


Beatrice Young 


MUSIC PROCUREMENT 


T. Vincent Foeller, Chairman 
Henry H. Joseph, Co-Chairman 
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HAN 


Construction | 


Contractos- 


MIDDLETC 


GENERAL CON: 
Classroom-Laboratory Building : 
Orange County Community College 


MIDDLET()\ 


OTHER CUR Ei 


Gymnasium - Rutgers University 
New Brunswick, N. J. 


BLY 
‘ompany, Inc. 
s-Engineer 


WN, N.Y. 


RACTORS FOR 


Urban Renewal Project 
Area No. | 


IWN, N.Y. 
:NT PROJECTS 


Student Activities Building 
Delhi, N. Y. 
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COMMITTEES 


OLD PHOTOS AND HISTORICAL DISPLAYS 
Richard C. Carey, Chairman 


Harold J. Card Edward P. Dougherty 
C. H. Carey Jeano Guattery 

Otto H. Peterson 

PROMOTIONS 

Earl Lounsbury, Chairman 
A. James Dee Ralph Sacco, Jr. 
Jack McDaniels Frank R. Sposato 
PUBLICITY 
Richard W. Milburn, Chairman 

Frank T. Anderson Albert B. Larson 
Ronald Britzke Robert Merritt 


RECEPTION COMMITTEE 
Louis V. Mills, Chairman 


Russell |. Brazington Thomas B. Girard 
Glenn W. Caley Albert E. Gottschalk 
Harold S$. Close William Kane 

Barney Cohen Rucke C. Korn 
Elmore J. Dewitt Joseph Morreale 
William F. Ehlers William Nichols 
Sidney A. Fass Dr. Walter A. Schmitz 


Ambrose Taylor 


RELIGIOUS EXERCISES 


Rey. Joseph B. Matthews Rey. Berthold Forrester Rabbi Joseph Herman 
Rev. Robert D. Allred Charlotte Keller 

Rev. Stephen Bachelder Eleanor Kinne 

Lemmie Bradley, Jr. Rev. Raymond B. Knudsen 
Alice Brown Rev. Ferdinand A. Kurz 
Rev W. R. Brown Miss Edna Mackey 
Edward Carey Rev. Ronald Marcy 

Pearl Clark Harry A. Meola, Jr. 
Marcia Clawson Douglas Merritt 

Mrs. James Constable Ronald M. Phillips 

Rev. Nelson W. Cook Rt. Rev. Msgr. John Pierce 
Paul Cooper Dr. Lester C»-Predmore 
William E. Craft Viola Reese 

John Cunningham George Rohan 

Mrs. John P. Davis Mrs. Leo E. Schobl 

David Defreese Louis Schwartz 

Mrs. Bradford Dodd C. Leigh Shaver 

Rev. Robert M. Feist Victor O. Smith 

Rev. Jerome French Rey. Clyde H. Snell 
Charles Farrington Harold Soules 

William H. Fitzgerald Hope Tice 

Myrta Gibbs Greene Mrs. Harold Tripp 

Mrs. Allan Hanson John Turi 

Mrs. William Hicks Walter West 

Rey. Samuel Hodge Herbert Zwickel 


Rev. Emmanuel Hourihan, O. Carm. 


SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 


S.T. JOSEPH’S PAROCHIAL SCHOOL 


Daniel F. Hallinan, Chairman 
Rey. Mother Bernadette O.S.U. Mary Van Gelder 
Evelyn Kummer James McMahon 
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COMMITTEES 


PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Richard Kainu, Chairman 


John Bruner Karen Johnson 
Penelope S$. Chachis Sylvia Lynch 

Mary K. Connell Dr. Thor Krogh 
Frank Gerhardt Kenneth L. Marquis 
Joseph T. Giannoccaro Louise Mulvaney 
Patricia Grogan James A. Sutcliffe 
C. Laurence Hawkins Robert G. Walker 
Betty Henrie Robert C. Walther 
Kenneth V. Higgins Richard A. Zimmer 
Donna Holmes Zean W. Zurcher 


SCHOOL OF OUR LADY OF MT. CARMEL 
Laurence G. Overmeyer, Chairman 
Sister Margaret Marie O.P. Sister Sheila Marie O.P. 
Sister Margaret Thomas O.P. Sister Raymond Mary, O.P. 
Sister Norbert Mirian O.P. 


SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Paul Kline, Chairman 
Jacqline Brown Charlotte M. Keller 


SENIOR CITIZENS 
Ethel B. Gage, Chairman 
Frank C. Decker Mrs. Charles Sannwald 
Edna R. Roberts Charles Sannwald 


SERVICE CLUBS 
Wilford L. Foeller, Chairman 
DIAMOND JUBILEE BALL 
Kiwanis, Lions and Rotary Clubs, Sponsors 


For Kiwanis: For Lions: For Rotary: 
Walter E. Deisseroth, Jr. John L. Benson Clarence V. Seely 
Stuart M. Greenwald Joseph F. Bosek Edward B. Thayer 


DIAMOND JUBILEE YOUTH BALL 
Junior Chamber of Commerce, Sponsor 
Theodore J. Lewis James F. Ritter 
DIAMOND JUBILEE BABY PARADE 
Middletown Jayncees, Sponsor 
Marjorie Ritter Sandra Ritter 
LITTLE SHAVERS 
Lions Club, Sponsor 
Al Rosenfeld, Chairman 


AGRICULTURAL AND JUBILEE BARBECUE 


William Speirs, Chairman 
William S. Pendergast Benjamin B. Strong 
James S. Spero William Wilkie 


RECOGNITION DINNER AND SERVICE CLUB NIGHT 


Herman A. Schroeder, Chairman 


M. Stivers Austell Robert F. Peterson 
Wilford L. Foeller Robert H. Racket 
Emerson A. Morse James F. Ritter 

William L. Parmelee Clarence V. Seely 


SPORTS AND RECREATION PROGRAM 


Ralph J. Salvati, Chairman 
James Besanceney Kenneth VY. Higgins 
Jay Clisdell Raymond W. Mills, Jr. 
Sam E. Fast, Jr. 
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COMMITTEES 


HISTORICAL PAGEANT 
Joseph A. Groh 


Roy |. Hutchings Co-Cogimen 


William Kurz Louis Roeper 
Kenneth Marquis Delmar T. Robinson 
Margaret Roeper William Ehlers, Jr. 


SOUVENIR BOOK 
Marvin H. Cohen, Chairman 
Edward P. Dougherty Ethel B. Gage 


VETERANS & MILITARY 


Theodore Newman, Chairman 


Edwin O. Baker Lawrence Reineke 
Archie D. Fellenzer, Jr. Ralph Russo 
Webster R. Kohler Marvin Schlesinger 
Milton Kuhlman John Volpe 
Melvin C. Newman Gerald C. Warren 
PARTICIPATING COMMITTEES 
BUILDING TRADES Archie D. Fellenzer 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE Charles Wolfe 
Robert F. Peterson 
INDUSTRY Roscoe Giles 
NEIGHBORING COMMUNITIES Thomas Penman 
OUTDOOR ADVERTISING Robert Merritt 
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Thomas B. Girard 


MIDDLETOWN DIAMOND JUBILEE PARADE 


SATURDAY, JUNE 15, 1963 
Parade Begins at 2:00 P. M. 

Parade will form on Highland Avenue, facing North. 
North on Highland Avenue to North Street 
Right on North Street to Franklin Square 
Left on East Main Street to Grand Avenue 


Disband 


Reviewing Stand will be located at 
Reinhold Motors, 90 East Main Street 


FIRST DIVISION 
Grand Marshal 
Wilfred S. Bennett 
Lt. Col. USAFR (Retired) 


Russell V. Adgate, Chief of Police Middletown Common Council 
Platoon of Middletown Police Dept. Middletown City Officials 
Middletown Concert Band Former City Officials 

Battery C. Ist BN., 156th Arty. Visiting Local Government Officials 
Naval Reserve Electronic Division 3-1 Senior Former Officials in Cars 
Float, Middletown Diamond Jubilee Queen Antique Automobiles 

Executive Committee, Diamond Jubilee Tri-County Radio Car 


Mayor and Ex-Mayors 


SECOND DIVISION 
Marshal 
Robert G. Walker 
Principal, A. J. V. Jr. High School 


Pack 56 — Cub Scouts of America Middletown Public Schools 

Pack 57 — Cub Scouts of America Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish 
Troop 51 — Boy Scouts of America St. Joseph's Elementary School 
lroop 52 — Boy Scouts of America Antique Automobiles 

Troop 57 — Boy Scouts of America Tri-County Radio Car 


Middletown Girl Scout Council 


THIRD DIVISION 


Marshal 
Theodore G. Newman 
Director, Orange Co. Veterans Service Agency 


Monroe American Legion Drum and Bugle Corps Shawanga Mt. Post 4947. Veterans of Foreign Wars of 
The American Legion Auxiliary the U. S. 
Dunlap Bros. Post 698, Veterans of Foreign Wars of Antique Automobiles 
the U. S. Tri-County Radio Car 
FOURTH DIVISION 
Marshal 


Allan D. Ackerson 
Major, U. S. Army Reserve 


Masonic War Veterans Bethel Post 29 Knights of Columbus, Middletown Council No. 486 
Middletown Masonic Bodies Middletown Rotary Club 

Woodmen of the World Circleville Church 

Supreme Forest Woodmen, Grove 116 Middletown Council of Churches 

B. P. O. Elks, Lodge 1097 St. Paul’s Methodist Youth Fellowship 

Daughters of America, Olympia Council No. 14 Antique Automobiles 

Junior Order of American Mechanics, Wallkill Council 92 Tri-County Radio Car 


Middletown Lions Club 
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FIFTH DIVISION 


Marshal 


Walter Cooley 


Safety Supervisor, 


Middletown State Hospital 
Troop 50 — Boy Scouts of America 
Middletown Civil Defense Aux. Police Womens Corps 


Middletown State Hospital 
Circleville 4-H Home Economics Group 
Antique Automobiles 
Tri-County Radio Car 


SIXTH DIVISION 


Marshal 


Robert Merritt 


National Assn. of Letter Carriers, Middletown Branch 
No. 526 

Middletown Democratic Committee 

Middletown Stamp Club 

Mid-Towner’s Kart Club, Inc. 

Beta Sigma Phi Sorority 

Beta Chi lota Sorority 

Ramapo-Catskill Library System 


Business and Professional Women's Club of Middletown 

The Humane Society of Middletown, Inc. 

Sports and Recreational Committee of the Diamond 
Jubilee 

American Red Cross 

Antique Automobiles 

Tri-County Radio Car 


SEVENTH DIVISION 


Marshal 


Robert F. Peterson 
President, Middletown Chamber of Commerce 


Middletown Savings Bank 

County National Bank 

H. D. Gould Company 

Stop and Save Trading Stamp Co. 
Orange and Rockland Utilities, Inc. 
Beakes Travel Service, Inc. 

Lorol Manufacturing Company 


EIGHTH DIVISION 


Color Guard 
Middletown Fire Police and guests 


“A” DIVISION 


William J. Mann 


Hackettstown Firemen’s Band 

Eagle Engine Co., No. 2, Middletown, N. Y. 
Eagle Engine Co., No. 2 Apparatus 

Otisville Training School Band 

Otisville Volunteer Fire Co. 

Otisville Volunteer Fire Co. Apparatus 
Music 

Tri-States Hose Co., No. 6, Port Jervis, N. Y. 


“B’ DIVISION 


Marshal 
Walter Richardson 
Music Music 
McQuoid Engine and Ladder Co., No. 3, Middletown, Delaware Engine Co., No. 2, Port Jervis, N. Y. 
Newye Delaware Engine Co., No. 2 Apparatus 


McQuoid Engine and Ladder Co., No. 3 Apparatus 
Music 

Suffern Hook and Ladder Co., No. 1, Suffern, N. Y. 
Suffern Hook and Ladder Co., No. 1 Apparatus 


Pepsi-Cola Bottling Company 

Orange County Plumbing Supply Co., Inc. 
Berger Milk Company 

Department of Public Works 

Antique Automobiles 

Tri-County Radio Car 


Board of Engineers, Middletown Fire Dept. and guests 
Former Chiefs and Asst. Chiefs, Middletown Fire Dept. 


Marshal 


Tri-States Hose Co., No. 6 Apparatus 

Franklin Band, Franklin, N. J. 

Fearless Hook and Ladder Co., No. 1, Walden, N. Y. 
Music 

Kimble Hose Co., No. 2, Ellenville, N. Y. 
Washington Heights Fire Company 

Washington Heights Fire Company Apparatus 


Music } 
Quassaick Fire Department, New Windsor, N. Y. . | 
Quassaick Fire Department Apparatus 


50 


“C" DIVISION 


Marshal 
John Grogan 
Middletown Fife, Drum and Bugle Corps S. W. Johnson Steam Fire Engine Co., No. 1 Apparatus 
Phoenix Engine Co, No. 4, Middletown, N. Y. Music 
Phoenix Engine Co., No. 4 Apparatus Greenville Township Fire Department, Greenville 
Music Greenville Township Fire Department Apparatus 
S. W. Johnson Steam Fire Engine Co., No. 1 Garnerville, 
ING Vf 
“D” DIVISION 
Marshal 
Walter Blampied, Sr. 
Clan McLeod, Cornwall, N. Y. Music 
Ontario Hose Co., No. 5, Middletown, N. Y. Ontario Hose Co., No. 3, Liberty, N. Y. 
Ontario Hose Co., No. 5 Apparatus Ontario Hose Co., No. 3 Apparatus 
Music Music 
Excelsior Engine Co., No. 5, Port Jervis, N. Y. Bloomingburg Fire Co., Bloomingburg, N. Y. 
Excelsior Engine Co., No. 5 Apparatus Bloomingburg Fire Co. Apparatus 
“E” DIVISION 
Marshal 
John Parrella 
Southern Tier Vagabonds, Binghamton, N. Y. Dikeman Engine and Hose Co., No. 3 Apparatus 
Waalkill Engine Co., No. 6, Middletown, N. Y. Music 
Waalkill Engine Co., No. 6 Apparatus Monticello Fire Department, Monticello, N. Y. 
Music Monticello Fire Department Apparatus 


Dikeman Engine and Hose Co., No. 3, Goshen, N. Y. 


“F’’ DIVISION 


Marshal 
Theodore Gode 
United States Air Force Band, Stewart Air Force Base Howells Fire Company Apparatus 
Excelsior Hook and Ladder Co., No. 1, Middletown, N.Y. Music 
Excelsior Hook and Ladder Co., No. 1 Apparatus Circleville Fire Company, Circleville, N. Y. 
Howells Fire Company, Howells, N. Y. Circleville Fire Company Apparatus 


“G6” DIVISION 


Marshal 
William B. Adelman, Sr. 

American Weldery and Steel Band, Morris Plains, N. J. Music 
Monhagen Hose and Salvage Co., No. 1, Middletown, Highland Engine and Hose Co., Florida, N. Y. 

Nee Highland Engine and Hose Co. Apparatus 
Monhagen Hose and Salvage Co., No. 1 Apparatus Music 
Music Wawayanda Volunteer Fire Co., Slate Hill, N. Y. 
New Hampton Fire Company, New Hampton, N. Y. Wawayanda Volunteer Fire Co. Apparatus 
New Hampton Fire Company Apparatus Tri-County Radio Car 


NINTH DIVISION 


Marshal 
Peter J. Teller 
Marvin V. Drake, Jr. Leon Drake 
Odell S. Hathaway Mrs. Herman R. Hoops 
Hanford Youngs 4-H Hustling Hoof Beats 
Marvin Y. Drake, Sr. Tri-County Radio Car 
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Since its organization in 1869, Middletown Savings Bank has played an 
important role in the development of the Middletown area by serving as a 
safe depository for the savings of Middletowners and as a source of mortgage 
funds for those who wish to buy or build homes. 


In addition to administering a progressively sound, conservative finan- 
cial institution, bank officers and staff members, over the years, have served 
as official and unofficial civic leaders in many capacities. 


It is a privilege to salute the City of Middletown on its Diamond Jubilee 
and to pledge our continued service and support for a progressive and pros- 
perous future. 


MIDDLETOWN SAVINGS BANK 


4 South St. Middletown, New York 
Di 3-1141 


oF 


A ASSEL BROTHERS 


\\ Sueeessors to the Chas-Wott Storaas 


Fine Apparel 
for 
Ladies - Gents 
& Boys 


10-16 North St. 
Middletown 
Established 1887 


H. D. GOULD 
Middletown’s Oldest Lumber Dealer 


An honored name in this community 


for more than half a century, since 


1909 


Has taken its 54 years of lumber and 


building experience, and now 


Presents 
MIDDLETOWN’S NEWEST HOMES 
e Fully Guaranteed ® Choice of Site @ $8500 and Up 
@ Quality Materials @® Expert Craftsmanship ® Complete Financing 


The Gurda-Heinzel Office Building 


41 Dolson Avenue Middletown, New York 


Jack Halahan’‘s 
Auto Body and Repair Shop 


NEW LOCATION 
2 Dolson Ave. Di 3-5106 Middletown, N. Y. 


All Complete Frame len 
Mechanical Body and Painting 
Work Shop Front End 


LARGEST AUTO BODY AND REPAIR SHOP IN THIS AREA | 


J. & J. Radiator 
Cooling System Specialists . 
2 Dolson Ave. DI 3-2400 


Complete Auto — Truck — Commercial Repairs 


We Boil Out All Radiators Before Repairing 
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Today's Link with Yesterday 


From town crier 
to fearless reporting 


via offset printing 


A far cry from the old days 
to the newspapers of today 


Che Times Herald 
EE: CO Et ID 


traces its lineage back to 1851 


Superior new methods of printing and wider coverage 
help today’s readers, but the factual reporting of a 
fearless press has provided up-to-the minute news of 
area events for more than a century. 


The T-H RECORD is proud to 
continue this great tradition! 


Che Gimes Herald 
Ee E: CO EX ID 


3 TIMES WINNER OF THE AYER AWARD 


Cashway Lumber 


Route 84 Opposite Lloyd’s 


DI 3-3952 DI 3-6063 


MIDDLETOWN 


Moving and Storage 


We Invite You to Inspect 
Our Storage Facilities 


Packing — Shipping — Crating 


Around the corner or across the nation — 
no move too small and none too large . Friendly, 
experienced, efficient men take pride in making 
your move easy and economical. There’s always 
that “‘Personal Touch’’ at no extra cost with the 
STEWART Service. 


CHARLES E. STEWART, INC. 


DR 4-5451 
Route 17-M New Hampton 
NORTH AMERICAN VAN LINES 
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CLUB 84 


JERRY — ARCHIE — ARCA 


For Your Dining Pleasure 


Route 84 
Middletown, N. Y. 


WOLFE 
Heating Corp. 


<= RB; 


C. R. Wolfe Heating Co. is proud to have been a 
part of Middletown's growth. We are proud of 
the reputation we have gained as one of the better 
heating and air-conditioning contractors in Orange 
County. 


EAST MAIN ST. EXT. DI 3-5803 


FOUNDATIONS LINGERIE FASHIONS 


64 North St. Middletown, N. Y. 


MIDDLETOWN LANES 


The City’s Bowling Center 


28 Lanes ial a Ria SAAR. BAB wow Luncheon Counter 


Fully Air-Conditioned : : es eS Restaurant 
Ample Free Parking * ae ae Se a Cocktail Lounge 


25c per game from Midnite ‘til 5 P. M. 
Except Sat., Sun. & Holidays 


13-19 Railroad Ave. Diamond 3-318] 


1883-1963 


75 Years of Selling Quality Merchandise 


Mill Supplies Power Tools Housewares 
Seeds Builders Hardware Hand Tools 
Garden Tools Toys Garden Supplies 
Plumbing Supplies Contractors Supplies Paints 


75 Years of Friendly Service 


AYRES And GALLOWAY 


HARDWARE 
DI 3-3157 85 North St. 


Caucn & Townes 


Middletown’s First Dry Goods Store 
Established in 1842 by Shaw & Hanford 


x Our history extends back to 1842 when Shaw 

ote & Hanford opened as ‘‘Middletown’s First 

NV esate and Dry Goods Store’’. Since then, the store has 

hb had several names though the quality and 
dependability have never changed. 


We expanded our floor space to include our 
beautiful Home Shop and fashionable Sports 
Nook. In 1958 Hanford & Horton became 
part of our family. 


We are proud of our progress and we are 
looking forward to further expansions in the 
years to come. 


ills» Bernal 
non and 
Fre Fane 


Quality ... Dependability 
Our Heritage 
for 121 years 


CITY OF MIDDLETOWN 
SINCE 1888 


FOR GOOD LIVING 


Orange County Plumbing Supply Co., Inc. 
SINCE 1925 


58 


POLAK’S FRUTAL WORKS, INC. 


MIDDLETOWN, N. Y. 


ASSOCIATED COMPANIES IN: 


Amersfoort Perivale Bremen Manizales Toronto 
Holland England W. Germany Colombia Canada 


17 YEARS IN MIDDLETOWN 
49 YEARS IN BUSINESS 


/S\ 


Dedicated to the Art and Science of Scents and Flavors 


Orange County Trust Company 


OFFICES 


Silver Lake 


75 North Street Rt. 84 


Middletown, N. Y. 


1892 1963 


Beginning our 72nd year of service to 
the community 


AND for friendly, full-scale service, 
make it our bank 
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CONGRATULATIONS 


CITY OF MIDDLETOWN 
On Your 75th Anniversary 


EAGLE ENGINE COMPANY NO. 2 


MIDDLETOWN’S OLDEST 
Organized Aug. Ist, 1859 


MIDDLETOWN MOTEL 


Route 17 (Quickway) & Route 84 Intersection 
Diamond 2-2535 


A Member of Quality Courts United and A. A. A. 


When friends come to visit for business or pleasure 
the accommodations of this fine motel will make 
their visit to Middletown a more pleasant occasion. 
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Middletown 


NEWBERRY’S 18th STORE 


East Main Street, towards Franklin Square, 
Middletown. WL YY. | 


42 
Years 
of 
Progress 


3 


Remember the year 1921? It was the year after prohibition began... three years after the Great 
War, It was also the year that J. J. Newberry, himself officially opened the store on East Main 
Street, the 18th store to be opened in the chain, that has now grown to 554 stores coast to coast. 
Many people still refer to us as the Fair Store, the former occupants of the building we're now in. 
Those were the days of the horse and buggy as you can see from the tintype above. Today we 
boast of a new store front, increased counter and floor space and self-service, but we'll never mind 
being thought of as the ‘‘fair’’ store. 


We have pledged ourselves to building and maintaining a better community through our business 
and personal relations with the people we serve, and to take an active part in community affairs. 
We believe in Middletown and are happy to be a part of this growing community. 


4? 
Years 
Ola 
Progress 


EAST MAIN ST., MIDDLETOWN, N.Y. 


we have made and signed 
this Certificate in duplicate and 
have hereunto set our hands and seals 


the 24th day of December, 1888. 


Corey ad Che CL 
thee F Day oo Se Gotume MM Detlis< fil 


Ceres rar: 
SGP Bett ] 
of BNo pen 

vow UP fred. peter 


ford Ue betty 
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1888 First Federal Is Also 75 Years Young 196 


OUR SERVICES 


Conventional Mortgages 
F.H.A. Mortgages 

V.A. Mortgages 
Construction Mortgages 
Passbook Loans 

F.H.A. Title | Loans 

Property Improvement Loans 
Bonus Savings Accounts 
Regular Savings Accounts 
Investment Savings Accounts 
Save by Mail 

Christmas Club 

Money Orders 

Foreign Drafts 

Gift Checks 

Mortgage Life Insurance 


First Federal Savings and Loan Association 
of Middletown 


26 North Street Middletown, New York 
DI 3-4183 
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"A 49 Year Youngster 
salutes A /5 Year Oldster” 


Roskin Bros. Inc., which reached its 49th birthday in March of this year, congratulates 
the City of Middletown, N. Y. on its 75th — or Diamond Jubilee anniversary! 


Jacob Roskin and Samuel Roskin started a small store on Franklin Square in the 
heart of Middletown in 1914. It has grown steadily since. 


In 1916 larger quarters were found at 23-27 West Main Street — the historic Middletown 
building long known as ‘‘Bull’s Opera House.” It was in that new location that Roskin 
Bros. entered the wholesale field, as well as retail. 


In 1953, Roskin Bros. expanded its wholesale facilities by opening a new warehous- 
ing building at Cottage Street and Wisner Avenue, Middletown. 


Today, Roskin Bros., Inc. is a top flight distributor of nationally-known appliances 
for the home, housewares, floor coverings, and sporting goods, serving dozens of counties 
in five states. 


The firm employs more than 300 persons — two of whom have already marked their 
35th birthday with the company. Mrs. Ellen L. Lawrence of the business office joined Roskins 
in 1925; Ralph C. Earl, now a member of the sales staff, joined the organization in 1927. 


-ROSKIN BROS. tne 


WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTOR 


Albany, N. Y. Middletown, N. Y. Hartford, Conn. 


QUALITY BEVERAGES SINCE 1885 


SWEENEY'S BOTTLING 


ew 


ee = : oe 


Pioneers Yesterday 


Still In The Vanguard Today! 


For 78 years, 3-years before 
Middletown was incorporat- 
ed as a City — we have 
been bottling and distribut- 
ing Sweeney Beverages in 
Middletown and the © sur- 
rounding communities. 


We are justly proud of the 
part we have played in 
this community's develop- 
ment and service we have 
rendered to a growing and 
thirsty public. 


Sweeney, in those days gone 
by, also distributed beer. 
Old time names such as 
Hinchcliff Beer, which was 
called for by your grand- 
parents, your mother and 
father when the urge for a 
satisfying drink arose. 


When that urge arises today 
you can call for the area’s 
most popular beverages — 
Sweeney, Budweiser, Rup- 
pert and Piels, famous 
names that are our modern 
day delicious and refreshing 
thirst quenchers. 


After 78 years, Sweeney is 
still the popular favorite in 
homes, hotels, restaurants, 
country clubs, vacation re- 
sorts, Or at your grocers or 
supermarket. We still manu- 
facture and distribute these 
delicious favorites—Pale Dry 
Ginger Ale, Club Soda, Birch 
Beer and the popular Heads 
Up, to mention a few of the 
fifteen. 


Sweeney is happy to con- 
gratulate Middletown on its 
75th Anniversary as a pro- 
gressive community, amd 
along with our employees, 
we extend to you our wel- 
come as you attend the Dia- 
mond Jubilee Celebration. 


MIDDLETOWN 
JUBILEE CELEBRATION 
June 9- June 15 
1963 


SWEENEY BOTTLING WORKS 


MONTGOMERY STREET MIDDLETOWN, N. Y. 
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51 Years of Service 
To Middletown 


Modern 
Air Conditioned 


23 Enlarged 
Departments 


Barbara Price, Connie Parrella, Josephine 
Mondiello, Marge Sobek, G. A. Schwartz, 
Virginia Summers, Doris DeWitt, Anna Mae 
Stewart, T. F. Maurer, Emily Amitrano, Ora- 
belle Andrews, Louis Snell, Grace Rowley. 
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Sharon McNally, Virginia Churchill, Har- 
riet Jacobs, Rosemarie Moliterno, Martha 
Brenan, Diane De Russo, Ann Fairweather, 
Florence Terwilliger, Helen Dodd, Sophie 
Rhode, Ella Van Dervoort. 


INCORPORATED — 1950 


KROGSLUND MOTORS, 


Sales and Service 
of 


Cadillac-Oldsmobile 


and 
GUARANTEED USED CARS 


Another service to the area is our leasing of dependable transportation — 


the only source in Orange County 


1928 ESTABLISHED 1928 
Best Wishes for Success 


to OUR City of Middletown Classy Leather Goods Corp. 


on its 7-29 CANAL ST. 
75th MIDDLETOWN, N. Y. 


ANNIVERSARY New York Office IS 1s, SAE) Si, 


VINCE DINO Joseph Rosenzweig, Pres. 


; David Ash, Vice-Pres. 
30 West Main St. DI 3-2034 Joseph Rudolph, Sec.-Treas. 


340 Employed 
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CLARKE’S 


BOB ‘N CURL > SINCE 
BEAUTY SALON JEWELRY aay 1939 


18 Ui, We take a great deal of 
YOUR “(i pride in our reputation 
"| because we've worked 
GUuIdE Se hard over the years in- 
to > sisting always on the 
4 finest quality diamonds 


fine a i and pricing them for the 


utmost in value. 


.3U S$ MAKe ME BcAUTIEUL ssa Let us prove to you that 
NAG we can help you make the 
best diamond choice. 


66 Wallkill Avenue 3 
Tel.: DI 3-2783 Middletown, New York R. Edgar 


CLARKE, INC. 


Words of Wisdom HAPPY 75th ANNIVERSARY 


from 
I Foeller Men’s Shop 
t’s unwise to pay too much... but it’s 


worse to pay too little. When you pay too much, you 118 NORTH ST. 

lose a little money... that is all. When you pay too MIDDLETOWN, N. Y. 

little, you sometimes lose everything, because the thing 

you bought was incapable of doing the thing it was Quality Apparel for Men and Young Men 
bought to do. The common law of business balance All Famous Brands 

prohibits paying a little and getting a lot—it can’t be 

done. If you deal with the lowest bidder, it is well to 

add something for the risk you run. And if you do that, 

you will have enough to pay for something better. 


—John Ruskin 


/ e 
A specially planned Johnson Pneumatic Tempera- Wa It S D I n er 


ture Control System is the finest obtainable... 

engineered to give you an unmatched combination 

of efficiency and long range economy of operation Dining Room Air-Conditioned 

and upkeep. Johnson Control has been first choice 

in quality-built buildings for nearly 75 years. Family Dinners Ample Free Parking 


Johnson Service Company, Milwaukee 1, Wiscon- 
sin. 105 Direct Branch Offices. Open 24 Hours Muzak for Your 
Listening Pleasure 


JOHNSON (i CONTROL ROUTE 84 MIDDLETOWN 


PNEUMATIC | SYSTEMS 
DESIGN * MANUFACTURE * INSTALLATION * SINCE 1885 


HAPPY 75th 


From 


Kieley and Mueller, Inc. 


eee 


In Middletown Since 1952 
Employing Over 200 People 


H. HERTZBERG & SON, INC. 


ESTABLISHED 1889 


s 


MANUFACTURERS OF BRUSHES, BROOMS AND MOPS 


Proud to Be Part of This Growing Community 


Since 1942 


The Voice 

of Middletown 
and All 
Orange County 


WALL 


1340 K.C. 


CONGRATULATIONS, MIDDLETOWN 


ON YOUR 75th BIRTHDAY 


Otisville Volunteer 
Fire Company 
OTISVILLE, N. Y. 


Behind the WALL 
Voice: 

James Patt 

Dick Bell 

Katharine Greenwood 
Al Larson 

Alice MacEntee 
Pete Miller 

Jim Pappas 

Steve Radzinsky 
Bud Robinson 

Joe Ryan 

Betty Siers 

Fred Schoelkopf 
Maddy Schoelkopf 
Dianne Wood 
John Zaimes 


On Leave: 


Al Faust 
Ted Baker 


for your photography 


walter t. hulse 


photographer 


11 king st. middletown, n. y. 


di 3-5634 


AMODIO MARKET 


Beer, Soda, Groceries, Meats, 
Fruits, Vegetables, Frozen Foods, 
Ice Cream, Candy & School Supplies 


254 EAST MAIN ST. DI 3-7645 
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SERVING MIDDLETOWN 


BENEVOLENT & PROTECTIVE ORDER OF ELKS 
Lodge No. 1097 


Compliments of 


FAESY & BESTHOFF, INC. 


Turnpike Super Service 
WATER TREATMENT CHEMICALS 


495 North Street 
MIDDLETOWN, N. Y. 


Complete Auto Repairs 


See us during the 
DIAMOND JUBILEE 


or anytime for 


BOORMAN & WILBUR 
Asphalt Paving 


the finest in selected cars 


Open Till 10:00 p. m. Telephone: FU 6-2391 
Phone — DI 3-4322 
W. M. SEELEY AND SON 


Paints —— Wallpaper — _ Pet Supplies 
109 EAST MAIN ST. DI 3-3611 
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You Can Count on Us...Quality Costs No More at Sears 


ROEBUCK AND CO. 


OVER SEVENTY-FIVE 


YEARS AGO a man (med 
bought a watch .. . 


It was a good watch — better than he ever expected to own, at a price lower than 
he ever expected to pay. The watch was bought from RICHARD W. SEARS, founder 
of SEARS ROEBUCK AND CO. 


Whatever you choose, YOU CAN COUNT ON US for quality and value to match 
your standards of satisfaction .. . 


YOU CAN COUNT ON US to accept your judgment and live up to this 77-year old 
promise: SATISFACTION GUARANTEED or your money back. 


SEARS ROEBUCK AND COMPANY 30 YEARS IN MIDDLETOWN, N. Y. 


1963 
Ue PICCOLO’S 


Corner Prince and Ogden Streets 


Beakes Men’s Shop 


Serving the People of Middletown with the 
Finest in Imported Italian Food Products 
Established 76 years ago, like Middletown itself 

we have improved each year because the store has 

always dedicated itself to selling only the best 

brands of Men’s and Young Men’s apparel. 


We are proud to be a part of the growth of our 
City and we take this opportunity to thank all of 
our wonderful customers and friends who have BRUNI‘'S BAKERY 
helped our City and our store to grow. Italian, French and Sicilian Breads, Cake, Pastry 
Cor. Prince & Ogden Streets Tel. DI 3-1050 
Established 1961 
BEAKES MEN’S SHOP 
43 North Street 


Where Good Clothes Come From MIDTOWN PLUMBING SUPPLY CO., INC. 


26 Low Avenue Middletown, New York 
Phone: DI 3-4686 


Kohler Plbg. Fixtures Weil-McClain Boilers 
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In the future... 
As in the past... 


We have just one aim— 


TO SERVE YOU BETTER! 


HAAN VEE A 
COC TT 
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Tompkins was born 
when Middletown 
was 10 years old! 


Yes, Tompkins and Middletown have grown 
up together! Through depression and _ in- 
flation progress has continued in our store 
and in our town. 


DEPENDABILITY — always a virtue, in these 
chaotic days becomes a greater one. It is 
pleasant to talk of a solid institution that, in 
its 65th year of service to this community, has 
maintained the high principles of its founders. 


Such a store is Tompkins — 


Established 1898 


WE'RE NEW... 
BUT WE’RE GROWING, TOO! 


BO 
iCAX 


COMPLETE COLLISION SERVICE 
EXPERT FRONT END WORK 
COMPLETE TOWNG SERVICE 


Day Night 
DI 2-3332 DI 2-0609 


CAR PAINTING OUR SPECIALTY 


LOTHAR’S AUTO BODY SHOP 
Rte. 84 DI 2-3332 


“Year after Year 


Together” 


Since the founding of Clemson Bros., Inc. 
in 1879, the name Clemson and the STAR 
brand have become known throughout the 
world as symbols of leadership and excel- 
lence in the metal cutting industry. 


CLEMSON BROS., INC. 
MIDDLETOWN, N. Y. 


24 SANDS ROAD 


A SUCCESSFUL 
75th ANNIVERSARY 


L.& S. Radio Sales 
132 North St. DI 3-4109 


CONGRATULATIONS 


Lou Masci’s Market 
A Participating Citizen 


Eagle Engine Co. - B.P.O. Elks - 1st Ward Social 


Jack Benson’s 


ROYAL COACHMAN 


MIDDLETOWN, N.Y. 


THE MOST COMPLETE SPORT SHOP » 
IN THE TRI-COUNTY AREA 


KNIT SHOP 
KOZY UNIFORM SHOP 
21 SOUTH ST. 


Doris Shostak Dottie Halper 


Phone: DI 2-2364 


RE FOS THe 


Lee sec WM Eee Keep Hees POR. Ontario Hose Co., No. 5 


WAR SIS VALUES 


Celebrating Its 


75th Year of Service 


~ Since 1923 


“the store of values” 


The Individual Becomes THE Performer 
When Costumed by MARLU 


A Selection of 14,000 Costumes of any 


Period, for any Occasion 


Marlu Costumes . 
R. D. 2 Port Jervis, N. Y. a 4 5 A op aes 


le is 
: mw 5-3 9 AS 
Phone Middletown rer ee a tS CAE phen: 
» . fe} . . a ; Wala ae oF gt Se 
EL 5-2204 Mon. thru Sat. : 


Grats Bake Shop 
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BARNEY’S SUPER SERVICE STATION 
Pan-Am Dealer January 1931 


We Aren’t Selling Gasoline at 6 Gal. for $1.00 Anymore 
But We Are Proudly Distributing the Products of 


HUMBLE 
Oil and Refining Co. 


ESSO GASOLINE AND MOTOR OILS 
ESSO HEATING OILS 
ATLAS TIRES, BATTERIES and ACCESSORIES 


BARNEY'S SUPER OIL SERVICE, INC. 


City of Middletown Middletown Gas & Electric Co. 
Incorporated 1888 Incorporated 1887 


fia Years 


Growth and Progress 


We are proud to be successors to the pioneer founders of Middletown. Their 
determination to progress remains with us as a challenge to greater achieve- 
ments in the future. 


Orange and Rockland Utilities, Inc. 


40 YEARS OF MONHAGEN FIRE APPARATUS | 
= CR maeaw | | hues | 


yng 


1956 MACK 1943 AMERICAN LA FRANCE 1922 AMERICAN LA FRANCE 
In Now at Now At 
Service Summitville, N. Y. Middletown State Hospital 


From the days of the hand-drawn hose carriage to the 
first motor fire apparatus in the city — through the 
years Mons have striven to serve their community well 
and faithfully. . 


Monhagen’s Motto — “Good Will to All’ 
1869 — In Its 94th Year of Service to Middletown — 1963 


MONHAGEN HOSE COMPANY, NO. 1 | 


Mitchell Inn | 
MIDDLETOWN, N. Y. 


—————— 


Home of the Famous Clock Collections 


Catering to 


Weddings, Banquets, Meetings 


OUR 90th ANNIVERSARY 


Our Years of Experience Assure you that Your 
Affair Will Be A Success 


McQuoid Engine & Ladder Co. 


Details Can Be Arranged To Meet Your Budget 


No. 3 


Visit Our Hambletonian Tap Room 
And Try Our Famous Cocktails 


CENTRAL FIRE STATION MIDDLETOWN, N. Y. 
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EXCELSIOR HOOK & LADDER CO., NO. 1 


|, ani cae f 


88 Years of Service 


Johnny’s Service 


To the Community That Is 
Middletown 


F. D. KERNOCHAN, INC. 
Jewelers Since 1875 
17 NORTH ST. DI 3-6613 


Auto Repairs Complete 
Gas & Oils Lubrication 
Cars Called For and Delivered 
125 W. Main & Wickham Ave. 
Phone Dlamond 3-7502 Middletown, N. Y. 


where you cannot park a truck... 


always 
a new 
frontier ! 


you can park a Cushman Truckster!® 


Come in today and see how easy it is to maneuver and park 
a three-wheeled Cushman Truckster. Figure for yourself how 
much sense this makes on crowded city streets, in tight 
alleys, wherever deliveries have to be made. 


Maintenance is low, gas mileage is high with these economi- 
cal delivery vehicles by Cushman. Test one on your own 
delivery routes! 


Low down payment...easy terms... full year to pay! 


Economical — carries an 800 lb. payload — an- 
swers every challenge in the light hauling field — 
Bodies built to your specifications. 


RESORT GOLF CAR RENTALS, INC. 
Mountaindale, N. Y. Tel. 940 


GRANGE COUNTY TELEPHONE 
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Master Builders of Middletown 
HOFFMAN LODGE NO. 412 F. and A.M. 


First Lodge No. 300. ie 1817- 


Congratulations from 


Highway Materials Co., Inc. 
SOUTH LANSING, N. Y. 


YOUR SUPPLIER OF 
Cayuga Rock Salt 


For Ice and Snow Control 


and Soil Stabilization 


Middletown Retailers Association 


Distributors of 


“CHAMBERS” Everything Built-in for the Kitchen 


Ventilating Hoods 
Ovens The DUCTLESS HOOD 


Surface Units 
Freezers Bensen 


Dishwashers Millwork and Supplies 
Disposers 
Refrigerators 24-27 MONTGOMERY STREET 
MIDDLETOWN, N. Y. 
Diamond 3-7154 


PIANOS ORGANS 
TVs STEREO 


Everything in Music 
SINCE 1920 


Weale & Startup 
MUSIC HOUSE 
112 North Street Middletown 


| 
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“‘TeeiabiGon Hall, County Fair, Middletown, N, Y. 


123 Years Old 


Bill Ding 
wonders. ... 
What’s for 1988? 


(when Middletown is 100 years old) 


FRANK MANSOUR HASSAN 
BAR AND RESTAURANT SUPPLIES 


East Main St. Ext. Middletown 
DI 2-3350 


Ol’ Bill can remember more than 35 years back 
when he first came to work for us. People spoke of 
ROWLEYS then as ‘‘that little outfit up near the north 
end of town’’. Fellow by the name of J, Bennett Rowley 
started the business. He established a policy of playing 
fair and square with everyone, selling quality mer- 
chandise, giving good service. 

“*Y'know,’’ says Bill, ‘‘Come to think of it, ROW- 
LEYS is still carrying on the sarne policies, ‘Course 
they have trucks now, ’stead of horses; practically 
everything is stored under cover, Got a Hardware 
store. Got six big ol’ concrete trucks (make your 
ears rattle when they go by!).’’ 

“But they’re still fair and square, still sell quality 
merchandise, still giving good service. No different 
than 35, almost 40 years ago.”’ 

“25 years from now,’’ BILL DING says, ‘‘by the 
law of averages, people will be saying the same thing 
about ROWLEYS.’’ 


GOBEO’S 
Hotel and Restaurant 


Italian and American Food 


Bela Gesztesi, Prop. 
14 Prince Street DI 3-7680 


Middletown Paid Fireman’s Association 
Local 1027 |.A.F.F. 


dl 
2-3955 


COAL & LUMBER 


We’ll bet INCORP. 
Bethe ee ROWLEY 2): 


whe) 
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Middletown 
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From the Officers and Members 


of the 104 Year Old 


Phoenix Engine Company 
24 John Street 


Organized August 8, 1859 


WH L, Patton 


MIDDLETOWN, N. Y. 


ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTOR 


DIAL: DI 38-5090 


Est. 1928 
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Archibald Taylor Co., Inc. 


24 NORTH STREET 
MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 


DI 3-3163 
Professional Insurance Service 


Established 1882 


FOR THOSE WHO PREFER THE VERY BEST 


Bradley's Restaurant 


Catering to Banquets and Parties 


Seating 25 to 250 in our 
Brand New Air-Conditioned Rooms 


Parking for 150 Cars Call for Reservations 


Diamond 2-3618 


The Officers and Members of 


We Salute Our Community 


on its 


75th Anniversary 


NE 
Middletown Chamber of Commerce 


: ; 10 K; 7 
Waadlkill Engine Co., No. 6 0 King Street Middletown, New York 


Congratulate Middletown on its 


75th ANNIVERSARY 


Compliments of 


David S. McCarey, Inc. 
Carpenters Local No. 574 


12 Washington Street BUILDER MODERNIZER 


COMPLETE HOME NEEDS 
Chartered April 27, 1900 
— No Down Payment — 


OUR UNION CARPENTERS HAVE GIVEN 


CONTINUOUS SERVICE SINCE 1900 DI 3-4402 Middletown 


1868 1963 


95 Years of Service 


Yes! We grew up together. We knew the village well. 


McMonagle & Rogers, the oldest business in town, began as an 
old fashion Apothecary Shop at 34 North Street, 95 years ago. 


Happy to be here! 


We salute our community now celebrating 
its Diamond Anniversary. 


McMONAGLE & ROGERS, INC. 


WHOLESALE DRUGGISTS 


McMONAGLE & ROGERS 
North Street - Middletown 


We Heartily Congratulate the City of 
Middletown on the Occasion of its 


75th BIRTHDAY 


The Stamford House Wrecking Company 
STAMFORD, CONNECTICUT 
a | | 


24 Sands Road DI 2-2364 


SERVICES IN MIDDLETOWN 


Feeds — Farm Supplies — Petroleum Products 


HOLMBRAKER 
PHONES HARDWARE AND GLASS CO., INC. 
Glass of All Kinds 
DI 2-1027 DI 3-6547 DI 3-8094 Tac asteMaiimstree! DI 3-4076 


CHARLES P. YOUNG 
Calendars - Thermometers - Advert. Specialties 


149 Lake Ave. DI 3-6360 Middletown 
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Mamakating Electric Co. 


AL GOODMAN 


108 Grand Avenue 
MIDDLETOWN, N.Y. 


Domestic 
Commercial 
Industrial 
Wiring 
Phone DI 3-7250 


Nuzzo Construction Corp. 


LOUIS NUZZO 
Po Ox Box, 652 
NEWBURGH, N. Y. 
Phone JO 2-6645 


Garaway Ltd. 
DANIEL GARAWAY 
Plumbing & Heating Contractors 


PRE@ Boxe 
NANUET, N. Y. 


Phone ELmwood 8-6266 


Meola-Annis 


PLUMBING & HEATING CO., INC. 


MIDDLETOWN, N. Y. 


FOR OVER 25 YEARS THE LEADER 
IN INSTITUTIONAL, COMMERCIAL 
& INDUSTRIAL INSTALLATION 


77 Years of Beauty Service to the Home 


AVON PRODUCTS, INC. 


Established in 1886 
Middletown Laboratory Opened 1944 
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Crawford’s, for well over a century, has served Middletown and its vast trading area with satisfaction 
and service befitting a truly great furniture store. 


Photograph Taken During Old Home Week, Sept. 22, 1908 


CRAWFORDS 
CLOSED Tima Home turmiahings OPEN 


EVERY 12 KING ST., MIDDLETOWN, N. ¥ CR 
MONDAY ae EVENINGS 


masTap/ RULE 
Tart during BO 


MIDDLETOWN, NEW YORK 


Master Rule Manufacturing Co., Inc., was founded in 1909 under the name “Dahl Mfg. 
Co., Inc.” The first products manufactured were, step ladders, medicine cabinets and stucco 
machines. In 1918 the Corporation changed its name to Master Rule Manufacturing Co., 
adopting the trade mark ‘Master’ which was recognized in the hardware trade all over the 
nation as synonymous with quality in the field of measuring steel tapes. 


Master Rule operated in New York City up until 1946 when the Company moved to 
Middletown, New York. Since then Master Rule has been one of the mainstays of industrial 
employment in this area. 


In 1956 Master Rule Manufacturing Co., Inc., became a subsidiary of The Lufkin Rule 
Co., of Saginaw, Michigan, internationally noted for its fine line of Precision Tools, Tapes, 
Steel Rules and Wood Folding Rules. 


At the present time the Company employs approximately 130 employees with a sub- 
stantial gross annual payroll that contributes greatly to the economy of Middletown. 


Subsidiary of The Lufkin Rule Co., Saginaw, Michigan 


Prior King Press, Inc. 


printers to the community, with a short past but 


a long future 


ALLAN ROSS 


CHARTERED LIFE UNDERWRITER 


Congratulates our city of 
Middletown on its 
75th Birthday 


General Agent 


Bankers Security Life Insurance Society 


PRIOR- KING PRESS, INC. 


20 Orchard St. 
DI 2-3934 Middletown, N. Y. 


is proud to have been selected to print 
this official 


75th ANNIVERSARY SOUVENIR BOOKLET 


Di 3-3318 


228-230 Watkins Ave. Middletown 


1908 1963 


The Best For Less 


EVERYTHING FOR 
THE HOUSE AND HOME 


NOWNS SISTERS 


55 YEARS OF 
SUCCESSFUL BUSINESS IN 
MIDDLETOWN 


at 
Congratulate 
PLAYTOGS THE CITY ON ITS 75th 


ANNIVERSARY 
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Realizing an Ideal 


Over the years we _ have 
developed a most personal 
service blended with 
understanding, sympathy 
and individual attention. 


AUSTIN E. GRAY 
Jeweler 


9 North Street Middletown, New York 


Serving the Community Since 1903 


For 60 Years Same Location 


P. J. REILLY FUNERAL HOME, INC. 
Off-street illuminated parking & funeral line-up 


MARLO LODGE 


East Main St. Ext. Middletown, New York 
Phone DI 3-4804 


RUSSO’S CONFECTIONARY 
EAST MAIN STREET 
RALPH RUSSO, Presiding 


“Your Banquet Headquarters” 


A Prayer For The Aged 


Most prayers are for the young, 
O Lord, but this 

Is for the aged. Grant them growth 
of spirit 

To compensate for other things they 
miss, 

And give them inner vision for 
the strength of quietude. 

Let them enjoy each day 

That comes as fresh to age as 
youth, a rose 

Unfolding to maturity, the way 

The sunset paints the sky before 
it goes. 

Give them some task that only 
they can do. 

A place to fill as long as life che Pe : 
shall last. : — 

The strength of mind to trade s 
old thoughts for new, 

Yet save a time for dreaming 
of the past, 

And more important, Lord, 


a 
than all of these, 
Someone who will love them 
dearly, please. 


140 HIGHLAND AVENUE 
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SAVING ACCOUNTS @ CHECKING ACCOUNTS © SAFE DEPOSITS 


aa 


PERSONAL LOANS ® TRUST SERVICES 


First with the finest .. . 


in modern banking service 


SSS 


MIDDLETOWN OFFICE 


135 NORTH STREET 
DI 3-2121 


COUNTY 
i= NATIONAL 
BB AW Ee 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
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